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WEL: Article Assesses Outcome of 7 May 
Conference 

BROSOS 143996 Paris LE FIGARO in French 
S May % pi 


[Report by Baudouin Bollacrt: European Defense in 
Question — WEU Being Pulled Two Ways | 


(FBIS Translated Text) Burmungham — Does the West- 
ern European Union [WEU] have a future’ The hall- 
yearly mecting of the organization yesterday did not 
provide an answer to ths question. nd yet 27 coun- 
tines and $4 ministers were represenicd there. However 
this number means nothing: indeed, ut merely serves to 
confuse and paralyze the situation 


The WEU — the only European organization authorized 
to deal with defense miaticrs is constantly torn 
between NATO at the operational level and the EU at 
the political level. A situation that docs not tacilitaic 
its further development. one Belgian diplomat said 


So its future depends to a large extent on the result of 
the Intergovernmental Conference [IGC] on the revision 
of the Maastricht Treaty which began on 29 March 
in Turin and on the adaptation of NATO's structures 
that is currently under way. The whole issue must 
also he viewed against the backdrop of the cwstward 
enlargement of these two organizations 


In thew final declarauion published yesterday the minis- 
ters present at the mecting in Birmungham said that the 
WEU has ‘a key role to play” in enabling the emergence 
of a European defense structure and the remforcement 
of transatlantic links, bul everyone knows that it will 
remain an empty sheli with no political legitimacy of 
real mulitary resources until its two supervisory hod- 
ies have concluded thei modernization process 


On the occasion of the IGC France and some of its 
partners would like to secure the deletion of the words 

mtme from Article J4 of the Maastricht Treaty which 
talks of framing a common foreign and security policy, 
which might “in time” lead to a common defense policy 


No Immediate Merger 


According to Herve de Charette, the instrument of 
this transition must he the WEU. Yesterday he deniod 
that the French rapprochement with NATO. like the 
possitility of the EU absorbing the WEU, might signify 
the kiss of death for the latter, We want neither a 
status Quo for an immediate merger, he cxplained 
This places France between the highly pro-merger 


Germany and Creat Britain, which ws oie tavor of 
maintaining the arrangement whereby NATO de facto 
supervises the WEL 
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Two important dates Berhin in June and Brussels 
in December — will reveal the extent of the renewal 
(or lack thereof) of the Atlant alliance. The defini- 
uve estaMiashment of the Commacd Jon Task Forces 
(CJTF] wall be a test, enabling the European chicts of 
Mall to conduct military operations using the alliances 
resources with the United States 


The scope of forms of mtervention will be extended 
as a result. Defense Minister Charles Millon cited five 
possible options: |) pute:y ational intervention; 2) a 
coalition along the lines of the Rapid Reaction Force’. 
4) intervention by the WEU iscif, 4) intervention by a 
CJTF under a European flag. S) coalmtons of the IRFOR 
[implementation Force] type, in other words a CJTF 
under a NATO) flag. like ip Sosma 


Of course the former Yugoslavia and the mandate of 
IFOR's troops were also discussed. Since we arrived 
together, we will leave together, Herve de Charctic 
revlcraied, descriting as uresponsille the words of 
European Commissioner Hans van den Brock, who had 
sand that be was in favor of maimtaning a European 
contingent on the ground after the Americans had left 
The view in Birmungham was chat Mr. Van den Broek 
had no business to say any such thing and that there 
was nothing to suggest that the GI's would not remain 
in Bosnia for longer than orginally planned 


WEL: Declaration From 7 May Conference 


LDO708191996 Unternet) FCO On-Line WWW Senwe 
minelish 7 May 


[Declaration by the conference of Western European 
Union, WEU, toreign and defense ministers held at 
the International Convention center in Birmingham, 
England, on 6 and 7 May: issued on 7 May] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} 
WEL Birmingham 1996: Declaration 


1. Ministers of Foreign Aftars and Defence of the WEU 
nations met in Birmungham on 7 May 1996 


5S 


2. This WEU Ministerial meeting is of particular im- 
portance in the conteut of the 


Opening of the European Union Intergovernmental 
Conterence 


Continuation of the discussion and work within the 
Atlante Alliance to implement the decisions taken by 
Heads of State and Government at the Brussels Summut 
in January 1994 and adapt Alliance structures 


Prospect of the enlargement of the various European 
imittutioms and of NATO 
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In this context, Ministers recalled thew commitment 
to building a European Security and Defence Identity 
which, through effecuve political means and military 
capabilites, will enable Europeans to shoulder thei 
responsibilities in the ficld of common security and 
defence in Europe and beyond, whilst reimforcing the 
transatlantic link. To this end WEU, as both the defence 
component of the European Union and as a means to 


. ® parucular 
by providing the poliuco-muilitary convo! of European 


operations. 


3. WEU must thus take further sicps forward in its 
development: 


By establishing closer instituvonal and operational links 
with the European Union. to enhance the capacity to 
respond to the Union's requests and claboraic and 
implement cffectively the decisions and actions of the 
Union which have defence implications, in particular 
those requiring military means of expertise. 


By reinforcing its links with NATO to be able to use 
Alliance assets and capabilities, in particular through 
Combined Jount Task Forces (CJTF), for European 
operations in the framework of Pctersherg tasks, 


By continuing the efforts undertaken over recent years 
to swengthen its operational capacity, by developing its 
politico- mulitary instruments for decision-making, hav- 
ing available capatlities for command, strengthening 
the operational capatilities on which it can call for con- 
ducting crisis Management operations and by making 
efforts to ensure that policies initiated in the fields of 
space, armaments and multinational forces contribute to 
strengthening the operational capamliues of Europeans 
in the field of crisis management. 


Ministers recalled their objective of making further 
progress towards defining and organizing a European 
Security Architecture which mects the needs of the 
European continent for stability 


1. WEU'S OPERATIONAL DEVELOPMENT 


4. Ministers welcomed a number of significant develop- 
ments in this areca since their meeting in Madrid. These 
include: 


Substantial progress towards finalizing the CJTF con- 
cept 
The setting up of the permanent Situation Cenve 


and the Intciligence Section in the Planning Cell a 
WEU Headquarters. It 1s particularly welcome that the 
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Snuauion Cen wall be operational for the second phase 
of the Exercise “CRISEX 95-96" in June thes vear 


The successful compiction of Phase I of Exercise ‘WEU 
CRISEX 95- 96° 


Agreement on measures to implement WEU cxctcise 
policy more effectively, including the establishment of 
an annual WEU exercise planning conicrence which 
will sct out a coherent and progressive cacrcwe pro- 
gramme 


Agreement, following the UK's Eurolitt mitiative, on 
a WEV concep for Swategic Mobility to facilitate the 
conduct of Petersherg missions 


Ministcrs noted the work on gener: planning for Hu- 
manitarian and Emergency Relief Operations, including 
tor the deployment of a WEU Humanitarian Task Force, 
and welcomed the contacts made with the competent 
authorities in the EU to explain the scope of WEU ac- 
uviues in this areca. They emphasized the importance 
they attach to sceing further progress made 


S. Ministers also welcomed the docmon of the UK 
Government to make its Operationa}Sea Trang 
facthtics available to WEU for national of? collective 
use by WEU nations. Ministers noted that shared Gor 
of these types of faciities could improve mulitary 
cooperation among WEU nations and imvited other 
WEU nations to make simular offers, taking inte account 
the work on multinational task- sharing 


6. Ministers welcomed the bricting given by the Chet 
of Defence Staff of the United Kingdom on the outcome 
of the CHODS mecting in London on 18 April 1996 and 
the seminar which preceded it 


7. Ministers emphasized the anced to continue to develop 
WEU's operational capabilities. This remains a prereg- 
wuisite for an efiective and credible European dctence 
capatility to carry out the Petersherg tasks and remains 
a high priority during the new phase of WEU's work 


8. Ministers tasked the Permancat Council to contunue 


To improve the Situation Centre's capatilines in the 
light of caperence gamed dunng CRISEX. 


Work on the implementation of the CITF concept in 
close coordination with NATO. 


Work on the further development of the WEU exercise 
programme and on the next phases of CRISEX. 


The refinement of the coneepm mf Forces Answerabic 
to WEU 


To wentify requirements to facilitate the port use of 
clements of multinational FAWEUs in a common WEU 
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operaiion, in patticula the muiliay aspects in 4 Mannct 
compaubic with NATO opcrational procedures 


To consider how to extend the mtiative of Operational 
Sea Traming so tha WEU can make opumum usc of 
simular offers in a wider range of mulitary laches 


Preparanon for Peicrsherg masioms, in pattcula 
WEU's role in peacekeeping. including the production 
of a gencrx pian on peacekeeping wits the conical 
of Petersherg musssons; 


To review the possibilities for enhancing the role of the 
Planning Cell in the preparation and implemeatanon of 
Petersherg Tu ssdONs. 


Work towards agreement with NATO on modalities for 
use by WEU of Alliance asscts and ¢ apatites 


And to feport progress to thew peut mecting in Ostend 


9. Mimsters welcomed the continumy progress in de- 
veloping the Satellite Centre's ctfectivcness and on this 
contest welcomed the heginaing of the supply of Helios 
imagery to the Centre. They took note with interest of 
the decision of France and Germany jountly to develop 
an carth observation satelite system. Ministers noted 
that work is continuing on dctining the hase Conditions 
for possitle WEU participation in a developing mult- 
lateral European programme and looked forward to a 


Progress report 
Il. ARMAMENTS COOPERATION 


10. Ministers recognized that enhanced cooperation im 
the field of uropean armaments will he an important 
part of a European Sccurity and Detence Wentity 
Ministers noted that work was continuing to follow up 
the report on options for a European armaments policy, 
and on the scape for the estaNishment of a European 
armaments agem 


Ill. ASSOCIATE MEMBER, OBSERVER AND 
ASSOCIATE PARTNER STATES 


11. Ministers reaffirmed thew dctermuination to involve 
ali WEU nations, within the contest of thew stats, on the 
development of the operational tole of WEL as regards 
the new tasks defined at Petershery 


12. Recogmzing the ugnifcvat contribution of the 
Associate Members to the Organization's werk and to 
European securtty and statlity as a whole, Monsters 
fecalled relevant Miunisicriz) decimons and documents 
and reaffirmed ther determination fully to implemen: 
them Ministers welcomed the ful! Partoipation t 
Associate Members in the Organization's activities in 
accordance with these decrmons and do ouments 
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14. Recognizing the tradmionally active role played by 
the Observer countries in the field of UN peacekeeping 
and the comtmounon thal the OMservers could Pring to 
WEU Op<Talions in the Petersherg framework, Minss- 
ters recalled the .crms of the Madnd mandate and we!- 
comed the decmions adopted by the Permancat Council 
chaNing the Otservets to pattucipate more fully in Pe- 
tersherg tasks and clarifying the practice and procedures 
applying to OPservers 


14. Ministers underlined the importance they attach to 
the comtnbution of the Associate Partners to WEU activ- 
tues. They welcomed the report to the Permanent Coun- 
cu on measures taken to involve the Associate Pat. 
nets more in work on operational development, i par- 
noulas on Atrean Peacckeeping. Excrouse Policy and 
Humanitanan Task Force operauons. They welcomed 
mn particular the agreement to extend information sha- 
ing. and the boctings on WEU crisis management pro- 
cedures, WEU's role im peacekeeping, as well as the 
atangements tor bricting Associate Partners on WEU 
Space and Armaments guestions. They welcomed the 
auve participation of the Associate Partners in dis 
cussion of scourrtty and poliico-military issucs within 
WEU. Ministers endorsed the Permrrent Council's de- 
cmon to keep under review the possitilities for further 
enhancing the Associate Partncts’ involvement im the 
ongoing work on the development of the operational 
roe «of WEL 


1S. Recognizing the valuaMe work accomplished Py the 
WEU Institute for Seourtty Studies, Ministers agreed 1 
keep under review the possibility of closer iavelvement 
of all WEU countries i the Institute 


IV. RELATIONS WITH THE EU 


16. Ministers stressed the aced to continue to develop 
WEU's relations with the European Union im order to 
build up WEU in stages as the defence component of the 
Union They welcomed the practical steps taken under 
the UK and Italian Presidencies to enhance the relation- 
stup Thee have included for the first ume moctings he 
tween Working Groups from the two Organizations on 
Evacuation Planning, Mostar and a forthcoming mecting 
on the Mediterrancan: and the claboration by the EU of 
aftangements for the transmusson of documents They 
welomed the agreement on the jownt paper on prac 

thal atrangements for EU-WEU evacuation operations 
md WEL's work on African peacckoeping which could 
supplement the more comprehensive approach of the EU 
umd took note of WEL's enterim response to the EL re 

guest in thes area. They also welcomed the commence 

mentof work of anti-personnel mines which takes into 
x count the EL pount action om this field. They instructed 
the Permanent Councdl to take thes concrete work for 
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ward. They welcomed the moctings of successsve WEU 
and EU Pressdencecs in order to coordimaic thew work 
programumes in relevant atcas. Minisicrs recogm zed that, 
notwithstanding the insistuvonal debate taking place in 
the 1GC framework, turnher scope remains for pract- 
cal measures to enhance the WEU/EU relatonstup and 
tasked the Permancat Council to develop further ways 
of strengthening links hetweer ihe two Organizations 


17. Monesters underlined the umportance of the IGC tor 
the further developmen of the ESDI. They reiecrated 
ther willingness fully to contribute to the IC as 
required with regard wo the security and dctence aspects. 
as they had already done a& Madnd when approving 
and transmutung to the Council of the EU the WEU 
contnbunon to the 1996 IGC. On this accamon, | 
agreed at Madnd. there needs to he fresh empetus for 
the development of the European sccumty and dcicnce 
wientsty. They revterated thew imicnion to monitor 
closely the progress of the 1GC 


V. RELATIONS WITH NATO 


18. Ministers emphasized the seed to develop and 
strengthen further WEU's relations with the Atlanty Al 
hance m order to develop WEU as 4 means to strengthen 
the European pullas of the Allunce Close pt wt al oo 
operation hetween the two Organizations will be esscn- 
tal of WEU ts to fulfil ts operational potential. They 
look note with satisfaction of the comclasmon of the 
Security Agreement hetween WEU and NATO? They 
welcomed the progress acheved within NATO on the 
CITF concem and looked forward to continuing coor. 
dination Hetween the two Organizations on tts mmple- 
mentaion. They alo welcomed the growing contacts 
hetween the two Organizations, inchuding the resump- 
hon of mectings hetwoen the Permancat Council and 
SACEUR, jount mectings on thew respective Medner 
rancan dhalogucs and cachanges of information in the 
held of relations with Russia and Ukraine They tasked 
the Permancat Council to pursue as a matter of urpency 
the umplementation of the CITF concept and the Secu 
nity Agreement and to continue to develop operational 
ynks with NATO) 


VEL RELATIONS WITH THIRD COUNTRIES 


19 Monesters recalled the wmportance of the develop- 
meat of relations with Russia They wek omed the action 
taken to Meld on the exchange of letters last year he- 
tween the then Charman-in- Othice of the WEL’ Coun 
ou, Mr Solana. and the then Russian Forengn Minister 
Mr Kovyrev. 09 particular the viet of the Spanish Pres 
wiemy to Moscow om Dacemher 1995. the forthoom- 
ing viet Py the Secretary Creneral. the agreement on the 
supply of Russian mmagery to the WEL Sateline Cen 
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we, the cstaNishment of pornts of Comtact hetwoen the 
Presidency and Sectctanal and the Russian Emtassy in 
Brussels, 20 cuchange of vic. as on the Common Concept 
and prepara os for 6 scnunar w Moscow on European 
sOCuTTTY Msues 


20. Sumilatly, Ministers welcomed the steps taken to de- 
velop relauens with Ukraine, as an emportant European 
partner of WEL". They noted im particular the prospec- 
tive vist by the Presdency m May. the mvitation Py 
the Goverament of Ukraine to the Secretary. General 
to visst Kacy, the otaNiohment of poumts of contact he- 
tween the Presdeny and Scorctaiat and the Ukranian 
Emihassy in Brussels and the agreement of the Pressdcnt 
of Ukrame to address the June plenary of the WEU As 
scam y 


21. They tasked the Permanent Counc! to take forward 
relahons with Russia and Ukrarne wethen the tramework 
of the Permancat Council s decamon of March 1995 and 
hurkdeng on the progress acheeved since then 


22. Monestets underlined the umportance of the dialogue 
with non. WEU Medserrancan countries and welcomed 
current ¢itorts to improve its ciicctivencss, mcluding 
trough moctings with the European Union and NATO 
im otder Ketter to coordmmate them respective Medinet 
fancan imetiatives with WEL's and takeng inte acount 
the results of the Euro-Mednerrancan Comtcteme im 
Barochona They tasked the Permancet Council to take 
further the reflection o® Measures to pmprove the sub 
‘tame and content of the dialogue and to report progress 
on thes reflection at thew scat Mineterial Cowncil mn Oh 
tend 


24. Ministers welcomed the continuation of the dialoguc 
with Cypres and Malta whech evolves om lene woth the 
development of the links hetween Cyprus and Malta and 
the European Union 


Turkey drsasscqrates itself from the mentoon hy resets 
ing tts Poston on this questi 


24. Minesters recalled that at Lashom they metracted 
the Permancet Counc! to take torward ets reflecti.o@s 
on peacckooping and conflct preventoon om Aft a and 
that the EU had requested WEL to draw ap and 
implement spwitkh measures that could help motmlize 
Afraan capelines in UN forces Monsters ender 
the Cowmerl' s damon to send a fact-frndeng mows to 
Attn » 


VEL STTL ATION IN FORMER VUGOSLAVEA 


2S) Monesters cupressed thew full support for the emple 
mentation of the Pease Agreement negotiated at Day 
ton and signed mm Pars at called om the patties to 
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comply fully with the wpicmentaton of the peace sct- 
tlement and to display the fewtulay and polsical will 
necessary to lay the foundation for reconciliation, rein- 
tegt ston and rocomstrucbon throughout the regan They 
capressed thew support for the regional Cooperation im- 
atives aimed a the promouvon of statlity and security 
They paid wihute to the contnbunon of the WEU op- 
cratoms m and wound the former Yugoslavia to laying 
the grountwork for the Peace Agreement. They wel- 
comed ? successful adaptation of the Pole and Cus- 
toms Meson of the Danuhe and the punt WEU-NATO 
Operanon SHARP GUARD to meet the requirements 
of the Peace Agrecment and the rcicvant Unsted Na- 
noms Securnty Council Resolutions. They welcomed re- 
Cemt progress towards fulfilling WEU's mandate in sup- 
por of the EU Admunstration in Mostar and urged the 
Bosman Croat authorities to Cooperate in the estahinsh- 
mem of a pont pole bcadguaticrs 


2h. Minwters welcomed the sat of work on lessons 
to the learned trom WEU's conduct of operations im 
connection with the former Yugoslavia 


Vill. TRANSATLANTIC FORUM 


a ie 


27. Moemesters welcomed progress atoeved simce May 
1995 and hope that tt well allow for an emproved impact 
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of the Transatlanta Forum Message. They welcomed 
the unmtuative of the Portuguese Chair of involving Amert- 
scans and Canadians with the Transatlantic Forum act:v- 
tucs and emphasized the umportance of morcased Coop- 
crabon with the EU and NATO. They looked forward to 
the Permancat Council's further discussions on UVic ct- 
fecuveness of the Tramatlantc Forum acuveteecs. takong 
account of the recommendauons agroed hy Ministers, in 
Lisbon, and to its proposals for moasiblic adpust.acnts 


Ministers recogmzed the val...  ontrbuvon of the 
WEU Parlhamentay Assembly to the work of the Or- 
ganization, and capressed appreciation for the Assem 
biy's mmput to the dchate on scourty and deicnoe m 
Europe 

Ministers welcomed the statement by Belgaum en pis 
programme for the ocx sia months during its Pressdcs. , 
of Ww EV 
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UK: Northern Ireland Tories to Stand in Forum 
blectons 


MSO0805 103296 London THE DAILY TELEGRAPH 
id English "Va W po 


[Repon by Toby Haraden: “Tomes Stand im Forum 
Poll’) 


[FBIS Tramscrifted Teast) Tomes om Northers Ircland 
wil stand m thes months forwnm chactom m the 
province alict signing a Miamicwe draficd huntly woth 
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LD OSI92096) London PRISS ASSOCIATION 
minelishh I6N19GMI TM 


(By Dern Mendetwon! 


IFBIS Transcribed Teat! Uloter | ‘ ler TDs 
TromMe tetas ee } Protest ant far ; \ 
poaded into ending ther ccasctire The IRA cd 
Was intent on prowoking a lowaliet Pack Norther 
Ireland 

Belore a meeting with the Prome M “ict at Dhow nny 
Street toulay. Mir Tromihle sand fx how gt t thy 


frustratom But he added 


valiwts dor | pive thet the c&cu 





UK. Tianble Concerned Ccave-bire Will Bad wae an etgr rb woh ee oo A. ; 
LOS N00 Dubin RTE hk fine Memmaa srcad uncase written the Uleter \ nice? Pics \i 
‘ bed one of the ofganmatioms who . alled rites ats 

mingich INCOM” Man & muolitary truce in Cictoter 1994 The renewed IR mh 
(PRIS Teaeecrthed Peas The — (the Ulee m Lomion and « miaitwal «fia perm he Te 
LN escnies party Dave —_ has said recent threats Britav s bend uy t thy Ly t at. yer 
from Loyaliet par amulitanes of a fetura to violence were uve ehah was feepomemec fhe « ? bh sleet @ 
4 matter of very erew comern The DUP IDemuarate choned Dutton RapER Car Gree | . ees 
Lnnomet Party! te niet, lan Ponmlew son se. Ul athe Sowers chloe t the gf we | , th 
about afererMic ending | te valiet cca -fife Bas Pepe Ase ntatoon. the apes f the 
hype to give Pua ety | he boaders of the fr rc tai repanisationms mented | ; ™ “ 
partes. (her Northers editicot David [Daven-Power! heviding 

This reget may comtamn copying hited maternal Copring and daw 

Spr tebe enc | Perrmesen yng ht ene 














PBIS-WEL -96-090 
5 View 1996 


UNITED KINGDOM 
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8 IRELAND 


Ireland: Fianna Fail’s Ahern on Peace Process 


MS0705124896 Dublin THE IRISH TIMES in English 
4 May % p? 


[Speech by Fianna Fail leader Bertie Abezn, at an Offaly 
Fianna Fail Function in Birr, on 3 May] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] It is important when al) pe 
ues afe trying to create the conditions for a restored and 
lasting ceasefire and fruitful all-party talks, that Gov- 
erament and Opposition in the Republic try as far as 
possible to present a unified and coherent approach. 


Fianna Fail, even where it had reservations, has sup- 
ported all major inter-governmental initiatives over the 
past year. But we have been very concerned about the 
loss of confidence in the handling of the peace process, 
especially among Northern nationalists 


Fianna Fail have tried where possible to make up 
for that, where we could, to try and make up the 
balance where it seemed to be lacking. We showed great 
restraint. Even in a situation of bipartisanship, to which 
we are Commuted, if is on occasion mght and indeed our 
duty to make constructive suggestions and criticisms. 


The Taoiseach [prime minister] in his speech two 
days ago in Finglas seemed to address the deficit in 
confidence in a constructive manner, in a speech which 
was warmly welcumed by me and by others. The party 
political attack on me last night will unfortunately do 
little to further advance the rebuilding of the confidence 


necessary to underpin a renewed peace. 


What is needed most is confidence that there will be a 
more consistent and reliable approach in the future, as 


appeared to tx signalled two days ago. 


Fianna Fail is and always has been a mainstream repub- 
hcan party. committed to exclusively democratic and 
peaceful methods of resolving the Northern situation. 
Everyone knows where we stand, and at different times, 
both in government and opposition, we have reached 
out to unionists from a clear nationalist perspective to 
take account of their interests and concerns, without pre- 
tepding that we were neutral on long-term constitutional 
ams. 


There has been a complete continuity of approach 
between all Fianna Fail leaders in that regard. In putting 
together the Downing Strect Declaration. which was the 
Catalyst for peace, we broadened it out from being a 
document that addressed purcsy nationalist concerns, to 
one that addressed unionist and loyalist ones as well. 


Fianna Fail is very proud of the part that we played 
im government in bringing peace to Northern Ireland 
Peace has meant that everyone in Northern Ireland has 
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been free from attack, and can go about thew business 
in safety. 


This has also had a very beneficial effect on economx 
opportunities, which I have been glad to discuss with 
Northern businessmen and Northern chambers of com- 
merce. The approach which brought about the ceasefire 
was af times subject to heavy domestic political criu- 
cism but it is widely recognised that Fianna Fail was 
central to bringing ut about. 


The negotiations on the Downing Sueet Declaration 
involved constructive Communication between Fianna 
Fail in government and loyalists via the Rev Roy Magee 
Fianna Fail has not wavered al any stage in its support 
for the principle of consent, as the essenual Counterpart 
to the nght of self-determination 


As leader of Fianna Fail, 1 have had a number of fruitful 
contacts with loyalist polrucians and community leaders, 
some of whom have been invited to speak at Fianna Fai! 
conferences, as well as with the Ulster Unionist Party 


Fianna Fail were the only constitutional party last year 
in the entire island to speak out strongly about the 
situation of both loyalist and republican prisoners, to 
take a realistic position about decommissioning, both 
loyalist and republican, and to argue publicly from carly 
on the case that the loyalist parties had to be at the tabic 


1 also visited both loyalist west and cast Belfast and 
discussed problems of uncmployment and inner-city 
regener auion allecting both communities, where our own 
expenence in Dublin is relevant. 


it would be wrong and dangerous, however, to give 
any impression that in virtue of such contacts or the 
ceasefire vself limits must now he placed on legitimate 
democratic debate and discourse, of action, of to suggest 
that a democratic nationalist Consensus, provided that 1 
is for Peace, 1s subject to a loyalist veto. 


1 would be very disturbed at any implication that 
democratic debate has to be circumscribed. Everyone 
has been impressed by the restraint of the loyalrst 
organisations, which will enhance thew standing in the 
future. There is evidence to suggest that some loyalist 
politicians are being subjected to scurrilous attacks from 
within their own camp, and of course they will shortly 
be fighting an clection 


We ate all looking for a balanced accommodation that 
will respect the nphts of both unionists and nationalists 
and that can command the consem of both. In terms 
of justice, participation and equality there is still an 
imbalance .n thew respective situations, which has been 
at the core of the Troubles. and how it is to he corrected 
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is a large part of what has to be addressed in the course 
of ali-party acgouats.ns. 


it is important that there be clarity at all levels over 
what needs to be achieved. That is the best way of 
ensuring that the goal of productive and inclusive al!- 
Pasty negotiations is attained. 


Ireland: Bruton Criticizes Fianna Fail on Peace 
Process 


MS0708123496 Dublin THE IRISH TIMES in English 
3 May % pY 


[Speech by Prime Minister John Bruton, at a Fine Gael 
Function in Mulingar, on 2 May] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] | believe that, in politics, 
there must be consistency between one’s values, the 
objectives one is pursuing, and the methods used to 
pursue them. 


The values of this State are pluralist. No one religious or 
political view is so dominant as to exclude others. Our 
Constituuon has had to be recast so as to reflect these 
pluralist valucs. | Selieve that our policy on Northern 
Ireland should also reflect these core pluralist values 


1 do not expect Government and Opposition to be in 
agreemem on all matters involving the peace process 
Constructive opposition 1s always welcome 


I do, however, regret an ambiguity emerging in recent 
Fianna Pail thinking, articulated especially by the cur- 
rent leader 


My position is clear-cut. I have always taken a balanced 
approach to the Northern Irciand problem, and to both 
communities there 


it was for this reason that | was surprised and dismayed 
by the views expressed by the current Fianna Fail leadcr, 
Mr Ahern, at Arbour Hill. His views differ radically 
from the inclusive and balanced approach of previous 
leaders of his party, like Sean Lemass and Jack Lynch, 
who went out of their way to reach out to both traditions 
in Northern Ireland. By contrast, Deputy Bertie Ahern 
seems (© want me. and the Government, to reach out 
only to one tradition 


His views are also very much out of touch with the 
pluralist and tolerant approach of the majority of our 
own people, who take Tone’s words about uniting 
“Protestam, Catholic and Dissenter” seriously, and who 
want this state to live up to Tone’s pluralist vision, in 
its approach to the North as in its approach to domestic 
politics 


The solution this Government is seeking to the problems 
of Northern Ireland is consistent with these values. Mr 


IRELAND . 


Ahern’s approach in some of his comments at Arbour 
Hill was not. 


This Government 1s secking a society in both parts of 
Ireland which has space for both viewpornts, unionist 
and nationalist, where neither viewpoint domunates the 
other, where this parity of esteem is reflected in the 
system of government, and where sectananism and one- 
sided politics are things of the past. 


I believe that you cannot pursue a pluralist goal like 
that by one-sided methods. You cannot clam to be plu- 
ralist in domestic poliucs, while taking an unbalanced 
approach to Northern Ireland, as Mr Ahern is doing. 


If you try this one-sided approach, three things happen 


First, your policy will not work. If a political leader 
fucils anti-unionist presudices in the struggle to achieve 
his objectives, he will not be able to turn them off 
again once his objective is achieved. History is full of 
cxamples of this. 


Second, a politcal leader who takes a one-sided ap- 
proach to Northern Ircland puts at risk the hard-won 
pluralism within our own State. 


Third, Mr Ahern’s one-sided analysis of the Northern 
problem has, as we have seen, already caused problems 
for loyalist leaders like David Ervine. This 1s something 
that should be noted by Mr Abern because, unlike the 
IRA. the loyalist organisations have kept them ceasefire. 


It was therefore very wrong for Mr Ahern to use 
pejorative phrases like “chasing after an unresponsive 
umonist leadership” in his misguided criticisms of this 
Government. If we are to have, and to keep, ceascfires 
on both sides, political leaders here must show concern 
for the views of both sides. Mr Ahern clearly fails to 
understand that, in view of the nature of his criticisms 
of the Insh Government 


People here in the Republic have learned to think for 
themselves. They know well of the injustices suffered by 
Northern nationalists. They are determined to have them 
put nght. But they are also wise enough to know that 
mo nationalist impustice will be solved by aggravating 
the sicge mentality of umonists, 


We, in the Republic, can best help to lift that siege 
mentality by showing tolerance, balance and goad 
ciamipic in the public Comments we make. One-sided 
public statements appeal to the worst inherited politcal 
prepudices, and display a disturbing lack of political 
judgment at this critical time 
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Ireland: Spring Concerned Loyalist Cease-Fire Will 
bad 

LDO0705 104496 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 

in English 0746 GMT 7 May 96 


[By PA News correspondent Chris Parkin} 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Deputy Inish premier and For- 
cign Minister Dick Spring today spoke of his concern 
over a possible breakdown in the Northern Ireland loy- 
alist paramilitary ceasefire. Mr Spring's comment was 
the first from the Insh Government since a bomb alert 
sparked by the Ulster Volunteer Force terrorist group 
closed Dublin airport on Sunday night. 


Political leaders in Belfast close to the loyalist paramil- 
itary organisations admitted yesterday thal there was a 
serious ‘anger of their ceasefire coming to an end in 
the wake of the IRA's [Irish Republican Army] return 
to terrorist violence. 


Mr Spring — who is due in Birmingham today as an 
observer al a mecung of the Western European Union — 
said there had to be wornes about the loyalist ceasefire. 
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He added: “The Insh Government has spent a great deal 
of ume and effort in recent months trying to have the 
IRA ceasefire reinstated, and obviously we view very 
senously any threat to the loyalist ceasefire. 


Mr Spring welcomed remarks from loyalist represen- 
tatives that the ceasefire, while under threat, currently 
remained intact. “One has to take cognisance of what 
those people are saying — they have played a very 
important role in developing and maintaining the ccase- 
fires,” Mr Spring said. 


“1 think there are dangers on all sides. What we are 
trying to do al the moment ts ensure that all partes 
are in a position to be at inclusive talks on Northern 
Ireland, due to begin on June 10. It is very important 
that all parties are in that position, and that the ceascfires 
are both intact and reinstated. 


Mr Spring said there was now an opportunity — which 
had not existed for SO or 60 years — to resolve the 
Northern Ireland conflict, but added that | was going to 
require everyone making Compromises. 
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Germany: Coalition Agrees To Pass Austerity 
Package 

AU0805120696 Berlin DIE WELT in German 

8&8 May 9% pi! 


[Report by “mal/Fz": “Austerity Package To Be Imple- 
mented Swiftly”} 


(FBIS Translated Text} Bonn — The coalition leaders in 
Bonn have agreed on a tumetable for the speedy discus- 
sion in parliament of its austerity package. The majonty 
of the “program for more growth and employment” is 
to be adopted before the summer recess. The Bundestag 
group of the Christian Democratic Union/Christian So- 
cial Union (CDU/CSU] will hold an additional session 
on 10 May at which the draft bills for the areas work 
and social affairs as well as health will be discussed. 


Moreover, the cabinet passed a draft bill yesterday, 
providing for the increase in the retirement age for 
women to 65 years as of 2001. The gradual increase 
from presently 60 years will start on | January 1997 
in monthly steps. Those who want to retire carly after 
December 2001 will have to accept a deduction of 3.6 
percent per year of early retirement. 


The first reading of the austerity package laws for the 
sphere of work and social affairs will take place the 
week beginning 20 May. Health will be discussed the 
week beginning 10 June. Taxes will be discussed in 
the Bundestag the week starting 17 June. A decision on 
and social matters is expected before the end of 
after the third reading so that the Bundesrat can 
with the laws that require approval. The overall 
package will be split into laws for which the approval 
of the Bundesrat is imperative and into laws that do not 
require the approval of the laender. 


Michael Glos, head of the CSU group, said: “Basically, 
the Bundestag groups have agreed to everything.” Al 
the Chancellor's Office, too, there is no doubt that 
the majority of the coalition will support the austerity 
package. The coalition round does not expect serious 
obstructionism on the part of the lacnder governed 
by the Social Democratic Party of Germany (SPD). 
The leadership of the CDU/CSU Bundestag group 
has noted a growing lack of concepts among the 
minister-presidents. CSU group leader Glos stressed that 
Hamburg Mayor Henning Voscherau (SPD) has already 
declared that he does not think much of blocking the 
austerity package. The SPD Bundestag group has only 
offered a “program for the expulsion of capital and work 
from the FRG” as an alternative to the austerity package. 


The German Trade Union Federation (DGB) has an- 
nounced Massive protests at the political level and in 
the companies against the thrift package. DGB Icader 


GERMANY 11 


Dieter Schulte said: “Those who want confrontation will 
see a fight.” The trade unions are planning protests at 
all levels, “in the firms, in the districts, in the laender, 
and in Bonn.” 


Germany: Politicians on Berlin-Brandenburg 
Merger Failure 

AU0705141096 Berlin DIE WELT in German 
7 May 9% p2 


[Report by “DW/gue": “Koh! Continues To Bank On 
Laender Reorganization’ | 


{[FBIS Translated Text} The Social Democratic Party [of 
Germany — SPD) Presidium has expressed its “trust 
in and sympathy for” Brandenburg Minister President 
Manfred Stolpe and urged him not to resign following 
the failed merger of Berlin and Brandenburg. Stolpe 
himself said in Bonn yesterday that he had never 
mentioned the word “resign.” At the same ume, he 
made it clear that the negative vote cast by most of 
the citizens of Brandenburg was “not a vole against 
Berlin, but against Brandenburg.” Stolpe said that Berlin 
and Brandenburg should make a fresh attempt to merge. 
“However, right sow one must keep the damage within 
limits,” he said. “The debate on this subject must 
calm down again.” Therefore he warned against a carly 
repetition of the vote. Berlin Deputy Mayor Bergmann 
said a “more propitious ume” should be chosen for a 
fresh attempt. 


Despite the unsuccessful merger of Berlin and Branden- 
burg, the debate on a reorganization of the 16 laender 
continued yesterday. Chancellor Helmut Kohl contin- 
ues to bank on a reorganization of the laender. Afier a 
meeting of the Christian Democratic Union [(CDU] Pre- 
sidium in Bonn, Kohl said that the final word on this 
topic had not been spoken yet; nevertheless the present 
state of affairs would continue for some years. 


After a meeting of the Free Democratic Party [FDP] 
Presidium, FDP Chairman Wolfgang Gerhardt regretted 
the failure of the merger. Nevertheless, he made it 
clear that a reorganization of the lacnder was not the 
chief task of German politics. “The federal system in 
Germany will remain in its present form,” he said 
“Obviously, people feel a strong need for regional 
identity. The laender must realize what can be achieved 
and what cannot. Therefore they should now decide on 
greater cross-border cooperation.” 


Lower Saxon Minister President Gerhard Schroeder said 
that the dehate on a reorganization of the laender 1s not 
finished. but nor has it become any casver. His Bavarian 
colleague, Edmund Stother, called for a reorgamzation 
as quickly as possible. “The no vote in Brandenburg 
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must not he a blow to reform efforts, he sad. The 
present 16 lacnder must be reduced to cight of nine in 
10-15 years’ ume at the very latest. 


North Rhine-Westphalian Minister President Johannes 
Rau rejected a Bundesral initiative on reorganization 
for the ume being, saying that the subject of restructur- 
ing the state was not on the agenda mght now. Baden- 
Wuerttemberg Minister President Erwin Teufel said that 
with the negative outcome of the referendum, any fur- 
ther debate on a reorganization of the lacnder stood 
absolutely no chance for the time being. Hesse Min- 
ister President Hans Ejichel also fears that any ideas for 
meaningful reforms must be shelved indefinitely. On the 
other hand, Saarland Deputy Minister President Chris- 
uane Krajyewski said that the significance of growing 
regional identity must not be underesuumated. 


Germany: Commentary Sees U.S.-European Trade 
Bloc as ‘Dream’ 

AU0705134396 Frankfur/Main FRANKFURTER 
ALLGEMEINE in German 6 May 9 p 12 


(Commentary by Konrad Mrusck: Transatlantic 
D "| 

(FBIS Translated Text] One year ago, a new word 
was added to the vocabulary of a few foreign policy 
men: “transatlantic free trade zone.” In Bonn, it was 
suggested that Europe and the United States should 
form an economic community based on the European 
model. Such a community would cement a fresh bond 
hetween the two partners, whose military bond has been 
weakening since the end of the Cold War. But this idea 
has remained nothing more than a political dream. Inside 
the World Trade Organization (WTO), the United States 
refused to sign a deal on financial services, whilst the 
Europeans did sign it. And, once again, there has been 
a row over telecommunications. The trade talks, already 
into their second year, were saved only by an extension 
of their deadline because Washington refused to budge 
from its stance. 


The transatlantic dispute shows that foreign policy 
men often suffer from delusions when they transfer 
their concepts to the economic sphere. Trade involves 
interests worth muilions and, if these interests arc 
incompatible, the partners do not get together. Not even 
those institutions with the best intentions can enforce 
4 parinersiup im such a situation. Because the US 
presidential clections are approaching, the influcnce 
of the lobbyists on trade policy is particularly strong 
nght now. Telephone compames lke ATAT are only 
prepared to permit competivon on thew market if they 
have unimpeded access to foreign markets Obviousiy 
they will not be satisfied with a gradual approach 
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According to the principle of all or nothing. the Unned 
States has already broken ranks im the international 
liberalizaion of financial markets. It has opted tor the 
aggressive bilateralism that irritates partners. It remains 
to be seen whether the same thing will happen in the 
case of telecommunications and data traffic, Dut, given 
the latest capnces of U.S. negouators, 1 would come as 
no surprise if ut did 


A free trade zone would not prevent such conflicts. Even 
in bazaars, people haggle and sometimes argue heated! 

Bul a transatianuc connecuon would be a nail m the 
WTO's coffin. The WTO would certainly not survive 
such a consolidation of cconomuc power. The EU coun- 
ines are responsible for 20 percent of the world’s ex- 
ports, excluding trade between themselves. The United 
States 1s responsible for 15 percent. The remamming 104 
WTO member-counties would be reduced to the role 
of trade sidekicks; the transatlanuc carte! would be so 
powertul that the delicate system of cus! 
sions and trade regulauions would be thrown off hal- 
ance. Only polucal dreamers Delieve that an economic 
bloc that would deflect the flow of goods and place 
third countries at a disadvantage would be conducive t 
peace because it would inctcase everyone's prospenty 

It took the EU years to dispel suspicions that its internal 
market would become a trade fortress. The multrtuds- 
nous economic links in Latin America and Asta are a 
reaction to what has happened in Europe, and the WTO) 
must already sce to it that regionalism and multlateral- 
Ist complement each other and not « mpcte with cach 
other 


ms COoOncCeS- 


Perfccuonists are grimacing because the United States 
and Europe are arguing over such tnvia as bananas, 
soya Deans, of tuna fish. These differences of opimon 
are usually carelessly described as a trade war. But 
no one would dream of using military terminology to 
describe the distegard of road trathe regulations. There 
is a lot of sumularity between trade and road traffx 
Trade trathic also operates according to rules that are 
not always observed. Therefore, the WTO) is fulfilling 
a role as an artiter who was given the final word in 
the GATT Uruguay Round of talks. Its rulings are to he 
binding in future 


Since the end of this cight-vear round of talks in 
Marrakech in April 1994, it has transpired that the 
further dismantiing Of trade Parners has become more 
difficult. As GATT s successor, the WTO) has had a 
dithcult start, as is illustrated hy the talks on financial 
and iclecom services that were not con picted dunng the 
Uruguay Round. Talks on 4 Meralization of maritume 
tral, supposed to he concluded Py June. ate also 
turning out to be fruitless The cconomes of the 
indusinial nations are gradually growing. plohalization 
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iS Causing job migration. In the West, people are casting 
envious looks at the dynamic economies of South-East 
Asia. The markets there are not as open as European 
markets. The customs tariffs are higher, and so are 
the non-tariff trade barriers. Therefore, the industrial 
nations are demanding greater concessions from South- 
East Asia, including in the sphere of services, in which 
the West is still at a disadvantage. Apart from that, 
Western circles are considering how to sicm the tude 
of imports from the cast by means of social regulations 
or ecological constraints. 


However, there is one further reason why a further 
opening of the market has become difficult. During 
the Uruguay Round, it was possible to stitch trade 
packages together. Concessions in respect of a certain 
product were made possible by concessions made by 
the partner in respect of other products, for the agenda 
comprises the entire spectrum of world trade. By 
culung agncultural subsidies and reducing the textile 
conungents, Europe picked up several trump cards that 
it was able to play against the United States or Asian 
countries. Although this resulted in a more intricate web 
of imterests and made the talks even longer, the end 
result was a series of trade packages. 


But the subject at hand now is individual trade sectors. 
Here, suitable tactics are no longer possible. U.S. 
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investment bankers are able to give trade diplomats 
accurate forecasts of the balance between giving and 
taking. The same goes for basic telecom services 
Here, U.S. enterprises fear that, despite the telecom 
liberalization in Europe. former monopolists in this 
sphere will continue to possess, for the time being, the 
capital strength to enter foreign markets and offer thew 
international services cheaply. That 1s why Washington 
suddenly wants to know nothing of the most-favored- 
nation Clause and is secking an exclusion clause so thal 
it can refuse the granting of U.S. licenses, if need be. 


Although the telecommunk ations sphere 1s booming 
like no other sector (its worldwide turnover 1s approach- 
ing 800 billion German marks), the high level of invest- 
ments in satellites and Communications networks poses 
considerable msks for private providers. In some coun- 
ines, the state's pullout from the telecom market 1s little 
more than a political promise, and technical progress ts 
difficult to predict. Therefore, a high game of poker ts 
hemg played, and the Americans are particularly good 
at this game. But no transatlantic economic institution 
can replace this battle of interests. In trade, the dispute 
must be argued out calmly, and the balance of conces- 
sions must later be controlled by rules that have been 
jointly agreed upon. The WTO can do this best if the 
greal powers respect their own principles. 
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France: Awembly Speaker Welcomes Moroccan 
King 


LDO70S23039%6 Paris LCI Television in French 
1407 GMT 7 May % 


[Welcoming address by Philippe Seguin, president of 
the French National Assembly, to Moroccan King 
Hassan I] at the Assembly in Parts — live] 


(FBIS Translated Text] By welcoming the king of Mo- 
rocco on the occasiun of his state visit, our parliament 
is delighted to receive the sovereign of a country whose 
friendship has been unfailing, in spite of the inevitabic 
vicissitudes of a long and common destiny, of a country 
so young and enterprising considering its rich history, 
of a country wholeheartedly striving for peace, progress. 
and modernity. 


How can we fail to mention in these moments the up- 
standing figure of your father (Mohammed V]: restorer 
of Morocco’s independence. How can one not be filled 
with emotion at the thought of this great king, who loved 
France, who never doubted its recovery and who could 
not imagine that our two countrics Could get by without 
one another. How can we not remember this sultan who 
on 3 September 1939 called on the Moroccans to fight 
alongside us, who throughout World War II refused all 
contact with enemy authorities, who was this naiural 
and legitimate French resistance fighter, and who took 
part on 18 June 1945 alongside General de Gaulle — 
an outstanding honor — in the victory march. 


Now, 5] years later, how can we fail to express 
once again in the National Assembly before you, our 
respect and gratitude for those remarkable Moroccan 
soldiers who won fame in Flanders, at Cassino, on the 
Garighano, and in France, and who spared no efforts 
and did not retreat as a result of losses to help us to 
regain our liberty. [applause] 


You are a true majesty at the head of a great people 
— a great, proud, and brave people, a people who arc 
open and welcoming —— the inheritors of a great culture 
that is at once Arabic, African, and Mediterranean to 
the fullest. 


In a metaphorical comparison that has often been bor- 
rowed from you. you once said that Morocco resembled 
a tree, whose nutrient roots delve deep into the soil of 
Africa and which breathes through its foliage rustling 
in the wind of Europe 


Indeed, it cannot be forgotten that the Roman province 
of Tingitane Mauritania was created at approximately 
the same time as the Roman provinces of the Gauls. 
of that two bnillhant dynasties — the Almoravid and the 
Almohad — ruled on cach side of the Strait of Gibraltar, 
closely linking southern Europe and thern Africa. 
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radiating out from Cordoba, to which we owe a lage 
part of modern humanism and of whal was soon to he 
called the Enlightenment 


it as this that was alrcady making Morocco a truc 
bridge, a vocabon which ut has ocver renounced and 
which u iwicads to follow more than ever. This is 
also what helped insull in Morocco the concept of a 
calm and tolerant Islam open to screntific and technical 
progress — witness among many other projects the 
Grand Mosgue of Casablanca 


This concept, your Majesty, 1s served today by the 
considerable influence you cxer in the Islamuc world 
as a whole. It is no comcdence that you cha the 
Organization of the Islamic Conference and the al- 
Quds [Jerusalem] Commiutice. The sense of history 
and recollecuon that 1s your hallmark, and the wil! 
to modernize, which you are abic to ally with respect 
for the traditions that make up the soul of a people. 
give your ideas and your words a singular authority. In 
other words, everything connected with your actions 1s 
important, not only for your country, but also for the 
countnes bordering on the Mediterranean as a whole 


This, moreover, 1s something that cannot fail to mspire 
in the 700,000 of so Moroccans who live in France 
an attrtude that is often quoted as an cxample, and 
a very beneficial one. These French Moroccans bring 
us evidence of the progress that Morocco is making 
unceasingly in the cconom sphere at the cost of 
commendable efforts 


Development is, indeed, one of your pnontes, as well 
as the construction of a state of law. You have inspired 
a bold and nchly promising plan of adaptation in 
the cconomi sphere and in our bilateral relahons. In 
addition, you have encouraged a policy that follows 
the path of promoting public freedoms — freedom of 
the press, the freedom to associate and hold mecting» 
and the muluparty system can be seen by all those 
who visit you. The Constitution adopied by referendum 
in September 1992 strengthens the powers of your 
parhament, with which we are glad to be linked by the 
very closest ties, and your Constitutional Council has 
since then heen cs crseeing relations between the pubix 
bodies. The creation of a second chamber, thanks to the 
new consultahon which you announced im the recent 
celebrations of the throne, should put a definitive end 
to the discussions on the methods of recruntmest to the 
Chamber of Deputies 


France, as you know, in line with the expectations of 
its own pubic opinion, will continue to eplaud such 
initiatives. It is hardly surprising that by adhering & 
the same principles, our two Ccountnes manage to agree 
on the most sensitive of imeucs, and that is why the 
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president, during his official visit to Morocco in July 
1995, did not hesitate to speak of cxcepuional relations. 


We appreciate af its true worth the action taken by 
Morocco aimed at stability im the region, and the 
mediator roles it has played for several decades. These 
actions and roles were consecrated in the resounding 
successes of Moroccan diplomacy in recent years — the 
GATT accords conference in Marrakech, the Casablanca 
economic summit, and the Organization of the Islamic 
Conference summit. 


Our two countries are also aware of the need to promoic 
a rapprochement between the peoples who live on the 
shores of our common sea as a whole. Morocco played 
an active part in the Barcelona conference, and intends 
to take the place it merits in this new space, which 
should take shape around the year 2010 — in the 
creation of a Euro-Mediterranean free-trade aca. The 
association agreement reached on 10 November with 
the express support of France 1s particularly promising 
in this respect. 

Yes, Morocco and France truly have a vocation to work 
together for the advent of uus zone of peace, stability, 
prosperity, and cooperation. The resolute action of 
Morocco to promote the Middle East peace process, 
and your very courageous personal application are, 
moreover, a major Contribution to this grand and nobiec 
objective. 


The revival of the construction of the Maghreb within 
the Arab Maghreb Union will be, without dou, another 
such contribution, because the success of the Euro- 
Maghreb partnership also means a boom in political 
and commercial relations between the three principal 
states of the Maghreb, and everything must promote 
understanding between them. 


Your Majesty, on the brink of the 21st century, as 
you and we assess the role which our nations play — 
France in Europe and Morocco in the Maghreb, Africa, 
and in the Arab world as a whole — we set out here 
our parucular responsitilites. These responsibiliues are 
immense if we want a true Community to gain strength 
and assert itself on both sides of the Mediterrancan. We 
must therefore make our lies stronger than ever. 


In the history of our relations, convergencies, and 
common actions, your visit to France is poised to create 
4 great impact. We are glad that you chose to make the 
National Assembly a high point of your visit, because 
what you are about to tell us will be heard beyond this 
chamber, and beyond the borders of our two countries. 


| hope, your Majesty, that | have made it clear how 
much you are welcome here, and I invite you to take 


the floor. [applause] 


FRANCE 1s 


France: Moroccan King Hassan Addresses National 
Assembly 

LDO708174396 Paris LC! Television in French 

1407 GMT 7 May % 


[Speech by Moroccan King Hassan Il at the French 
National Assembly in Paris — live] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Praise be to God: prayers and 
peace on our master, God's Prophet, his family and 
compamons. [preceding sentence in Arabic] 


Mr. Speaker, ladies and genticmen, deputies: The invita- 
uion I received from the speaker of the National Assem- 
bly calls forth warm thanks from myself. | viewed i as 
a sign of the deep tnendship between our two peoples. 
and I should like to take advantage of this opportunity to 
highlight the many qualities of Speaker Philippe Seguin, 
a politician of talent and conviction, a man commiutied 
to justice and fairness. Speaker Seguin is also a known 
humanist of a declared and active Mediterrancan dis- 
position. We pay ciose heed to thal, Mr. Speaker. You 
know how to speak to us and move us. You also know 
how to listen to us and understand us. This closeness 1s 
a gift that you have been able to put at the service of 
both our countries with generosity and warmth. 


On enther side of the Mediterranean, France and Mo- 
rocco passionately desire and labor unremitungly for our 
world, so ternbly devastated by the cur fer of weapons 
and by the cconomuc crisis, to find peace, justice, and 
progress. In this place | feel that | am in communion 
with the representatives of the French nation, and I be- 
heve that, with God's help, together we shall succeed. 


1 could conclude my remarks at this point — the 
common outlook they express and the mutual trust they 
reflect are such that they speak for themselves, and if I 
continue for a few moments more it 1s because the walls 
within which | am being welcomed urge me on almost 
iresistibly to give cxpression to my thoughts. 


Recently your noble Assembly adopted an amendment 
to the Constitution, reforming the system of sessions and 
extending the scope of the referendum. On the Moroc- 
can side, a few years ago in 1992, the Constitution was 
enriched by the reaffirmation of a commitment to human 
rights, in the form in which they are universally recog- 
nized, by creating a constitutional council and strength- 
cning parliament's means of maintaining a check on 
the government. At this moment a further amendment 
is IN Preparation, aimed al cieating a sccond chamber 
and thus giving a new dimension to the parlamentary 
institution. ft will further increase our decentralization, 
notahy at the regional ievel 


Thus. in both counties the Constitutions and thei 
modus operand: are evolving, not out of any pleasure 
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taken im change, but because | tic |» passing and society 


eee — Tene ae 
make no mistake about i, however — if is not a 


same shape forever. The age, state of health. and physi- 
cal condition of the person require changes to be made, 
from a straighforward alteration to a change of clothes. 


An ironist might suggest that clothes are also a matier 
of fashion ¢ad that one should not subject institutions to 


purely fanci7ul changes. Is there not something of that 
in the oft-heard call for modernity’ 


h seems to me that the use of the word modernity in 
a political sense is likely to lead to misunderstandings. 
Some of those who use it seem to think that political 
modernity requires a uniformity of institutions in all 
states of the world, whatever their geography and 
. They are wrong. | have already said they are 
On the contrary, others who believe they are 
that modernity is out of reach for 
for tradition would 


respect 
‘teaching changes. They are just as 
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— democratic principles, human nghts, and pluralism 
— can encompass different traditions without betraying 
themselves or these tradivons. 

Because political insututions are like men, that is, living 
things, they should not be locked into unchanging and 
rigid texts. It is true that fledgling constitutionalism al 


the end of the 18th Century aspired to turn a constitution 
into a book of revelations that would defy time and 


FRAN 
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ge pee pr nedlyr a aaptiege egy rome 
must have rules, but this is not an end in sself, and 
the game itself is not a mere implementation of them 
That game 1s about human relations between those who 
govern and those who are governed, between individuals 
and social groups, and between the central government 
and decentralized local government. Ii is not a game of 


That is why those who are playing this game should be 
allowed to have some freedom, to have genuine power 
of invention — not going against the texts, but based 
on them — to give way to what is called in other places 
the convention of the constitution. 


By definition, a democracy is pluralistic. lt presupposes 
a plurality of opinions and parties, bodies of static, 
levels of administration, state and private Compames. 
and social organizations and unions. 


The voices of the various political leaders must be heard 
cach in turn — they are different and sometimes offer 
alternatives — as long as all agree on what matters. that 


is, Mavonal independence and integrity 


When more important issucs we af stake, when a 
decision must be reached over which the government 
or elected representatives are hesitating, the people 
themsel ves, expressing themselves in a referendum, add 
to the range of ways to adapt 


They are the resources of the law that are both the root 
and the fruit of political civilization. They do not give us 
models, but experiences. The benefit is shared by those 
who implement them and those who observe them 


Mr. Speaker, ladics and gentlemen: By sharing these 
thoughts on the evolution of the institutions, | wished 
to pay homage to your Assembly — a key body and a 
major instrument 19 a lively Constitution — and respond 
on behalf of the Kingdom of Morocco to the message 
of genuine and cordial friendship that my country has 
received through me. Thank you. [deputies give Hassan 
a standing ovation} 





pe tpt Copying and di sseminat yon 


® prohibited without permiamon of the copynght owners 














FBIS- WEL -96-090 
8 May 1996 


Spain: Possible Senior Government Officials 
Named, Profiled 

BRO70S 140496 Madnd EL MUNDO im Spanish 
$ May 9% pp 10-11 


[Unattributed report: “The First Senior Posts”) 


{[FBIS Translated Text) Maind — Five hundred peopic 
ase ceeded. Al lcast that is the People’s Party's initial 
esumate of the sumber needed to begin taking over the 
reins of power. Just 48 hours before Jose Maria Aznar’s 
invesuture as prime munister, the new puzzic is slowly 


starung to take shape. 


The main picces ate already in place. Today the 14 
munisters making up the first Aznar government will be 
sworn in. lt will Basically be up tc these ministers to 
form ther own munisternal teams 


The first names for the new secretaries and undersec- 
retaries of state have already been mentioned, as well 
as Aznat’s principal colleagues af the Moncloa [prime 
munister’s residence} and in the government. But the list 
will continue to grow as the days pass and, according 
to some opimons, i will not be until afier summer that 
the People’s Party will finally be compictely installed 
in the country’s government. 

The BOE [Official State Gazetic) is currently oiling the 
prinung presses because dismissals and appointments 
will take up many of its pages over the nex! few weeks 
despite Jose Mana Aznar’s intention to limst the number 
of senior posts and to use career civil servants to fill 


many jobs, inchuding jobs af the directorates-general and 
undersecretariats 


In fact, as much as the People’s Party wants to limut the 
sumber of senior posts, the arrival in power of 4 new 
party involves changing thousands of people and posts. 
From the government delegates and civil governors (the 
latter unul thew elimination is approved). plus dozens 
of secretaries and undersecretarics of state, directors- 
general. cabinet chiefs, private secretaries, business 
leaders, media leaders, heads of institutions, etc. 


Below are some of the figures holding the main seats of 
power. According to what the prime minister said yes- 
terday, many who are currently People's Party depuues 
in Congress will have to leave thew seats in parliament 
to devote themselves to thew new posts. although Aznar 
could make some cacepoons. 


Cartes Aragomes (Arnar’s Office Chief) 


As was the case during Azna’s Castilla y Leon 
days. where he managed the Prime Minister's (Office. 
Aragones will now serve as the new prime munister’s 
office chief, Under Aznar. this 19-year-old native of 
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Madind — and a member of the socalled Valladolid 
clan” — has become once of the party's most powerful 
figures. People’s Party Charman Jose Maia Aznat in- 
cluded him in his candidacy af the 10th People’s Paty 
Congress, where he was clected secretary of studies 
and programs. Ai the 1ith People’s Party Congress ws 
Fetruary 1993, he received a fresh boost m his catcer 
and, with the suppor of the party's president. was 
clected coordinator for the presadency and a member 
of the National Execuuve Commutice A few months 
later, in June, the fifth general clecthoms were held (Sch 
legislative session) and Carlos Aragones. who ran for 
Congress for the first ume, won a scat as a deputy for 
Madnd. He repeated this fcat at the legislative clections 
held on 3 March 1996, won by the People's Party 


Jose Maria Michavila (Secretary of State for 
Relations with Parliament) 


This young (36 years old) People’s Party deputy will 
almost certainly hold tus important secretary of static 
post. Jose Maria Michavila, who holds a degree im low 
and comtemporary history. joined the Peopic’s Party im 
1989 and, since the 11th People’s Party Congress, has 
held the post of secretary of studies and programs He 
is also a member of the National Executive Commuttee 
Michavila is a full professor of law at the Universidad 
Complutense and was secretary-general of the university 
from 1991 to 1993. The new secretary of state for 
relations with parliament says that he 1s mot a man of the 
Right. He says he is a centrist and that he has always 
voted UCD [Democratic Center Union). He has also sand 
that he joined the ranks of the People’s Party because 
of the spirit Aznar has brought to the party 


Alfredo Timmermans (Prime Minister's Office) 


ht is still not known which specific post he will hold. 
Dut it is more than certain that Alfrode Timmermans 
will be one of Carlos Aragones’ close collaborators in 
Prime Minister Jose Maria Aznar’s office Timmermans 
has only become more actively involved in the People's 
Party in the last two years as director-general of the 
People’s Party's FAES (Foundation for Analysis and 
Social S'udies}. After the last general clections on 4 
March, Carlos Aragones included him in the team of 
the People’s Party chairman's office 


juan Antonio Gomez Angulo (Secretary of State for 
Sport.) 


The Madnd town councilor for culture will he another 
n..mber of Alvarez del Manzano's team to leave the 
Madr town council, replacing Rafac! Cortes Elvira as 
the secretary of state for sports Gornev Angulo. one 
of Arna’s personal trends. s a lawyer and former 
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member of the UCD. A big soccer fan, be 6s a member 
and follows: of Real Madnd [socce te.m) and was a 
member of the opposivon to the former presadent of that 
team, Ramon Mendoza. At present, be is in charge of 
the Municipal Institute of Sports of the Main jown 
Council. 


Jean Carlos Aparicio (Secretary of State for Social 
Security) 


He will be the sumber two man at the Ministry of 
Labor and Social Affairs led by Javier Arenas. Aparicio, 
a deputy for Burgos, is a man in whom Jose Mana 
Aznw has had total confidence since the days when 
the new prime minister beaded the Castilla y Leon 
Government. In the last legislative session, he was the 
People’s Party parliamentary spokesman on labor issues. 
replacing Celia Villalobos, and on behalf of his party he 
negotiated the Toledo Pact on pensions. He has been an 
adviser and deputy prime munistcr of the autonomous 
government of Castilla y Leon, a deputy, and second 
secretary of Congress’ Presiding Commutice. His name 
has always Come up as a possitulity for minister of Labor 
and social affairs, although he maintains that he did not 


see himself in thal post. 


Mariano Diaz Pena (Undersecretary of State for 
Labor) 


He is a Career civil servant at the Labor Ministry. This 


spokesman on defense issues wil! 


; 


the People (included im its election platform) on 
reducing Compulsory military service to 61x months 


; 
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Jose Ramon Onega (Undersecretary of State for 
Security) 


He will be ancther one of Jame Mayor Orcja’s closest 
colicagucs at the Imenor Ministry and will probally 
hold the post of undersecretary of state for security. Jose 
Ramon Oncga was alrcady a civil governor back in the 
UCD days. He also he served as an adviser to the former 
secretary of state for security, Rafacl Vera during a 
good part of the socialists’ say in government. His 
brother 1s the journalist Fernando Oreja, who currently 
reads the noon sews on Tele-5. 


Miguel Angel Rodriguez (Secretary of State for 
Information) 


He is considered to be Jose Maria Aznat’s nghi-hand 
man and, ai just 32 years of age, he is conunuing his 
metcorx political and professional career im the post 
of secretary of state for information, with powers over 
telecommuns ations. That means that he will he the gov- 
crament’s interlacutor on such controversial issucs as 
the regulation of the law on cable television and the 
law on telecommunmcations. Rodriguez began with Jose 
Maria Aznar in Castilla y Leon as a spokesman. Later 
he was appointed director of the People’s Party's Infor- 
mation Office. Since September 1°95 he has been the 
party's director of Communications and a member of 
the National Executive Commitiee. He is a journalist, 1s 
married, and has two children. Before uning the Peo- 
ple’s Party, Rodmgucz was the editor of EL NORTE DE 
CASTILLA, a correspondent for LA VANGUARDIA 
in Castilla y Leon, and a commentary writer for Cadena 
COPE in Castilla y Leon 


Francisco Garcia Diego (Director-General of 
Information) 


He was assistant director of the People’s Party's Infor- 
mation Office from 1989 unul September 1995, when 
he replaced director Miguel Angel Rodriguez. Garcia 
Diego has always been Rodriguez’ mght-hand man and. 
in all probatlity, he will probably now accompany hrm 
to the Secretariat of State. He is a 37-year-old journal. 
it who worked at Cadena COPE unt! 1989, when he 
joined the People's Party's Information Office 


Monica Ridruejo (Director-eneral of RTVE) 


This 33-year-old cconomest will, in all probability, he 
the new director of the RTVE [Spanish Rado and 
Television). Via the company Corppenta SA. where she 
was the sole director, Redruco has cared out work for 
Various private tclevisson channels, including Cana! Plus 
m France. She also played a role in the segotiations that 
resulted in the creation by Jesus de Polanco and Canal 
Pius of Canal Plus Expana. She is the micce of Fel 
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Pastor, Peopic’s Party chawman im Soma, and a memier 
of the People’s Party's Navonal Commutice on Disputes. 


Miguel Angel Cortes (State Secretary for Culture) 


The People’s Party's official in charge of culture and a 
deputy for Valladold, Miguci Ange! Cortes 1s emerging 
as the person for the post of secretary of state for 
culture, occupying one of the two sccretatial posts 
am the Ministry of Education and Culture headed by 
Esperanza Aguirre Miguel Ange! Cortes was, unul now, 
the secretary-gencral of the People’s Party's FAES. He 
is 37 and & considered the brains im the shadow of the 
celebrated “Valladolid clan.” a group of young peopic 
whom lose Maria Aznar brought to Genova [People’s 
Party headquarters} and who form a major part of the 
People’s Party's policy lines. lnmially, his name also 
came up as a possibilty for a munisterial post. 


Fernando Villalonga (Secretary of State for 
International ( coperatioa) 

The current minister for culture of the autonomous gov- 
erament of Valencia will be called upon by new Foreign 
Minister Abel Matutes to hold the post of secretary of 
state for international Cooperation. Villalonga ts consid- 


ered a man of dialogue who has an in-depth knowledge 
of the international scene 


Ramon de Miguel (Secretary of State for the EU) 


He is another person who. it is felt, will almost certainly 
be part of Abel Matutes’ team at the Foreign Ministry. 


Francisco Javier Zartalejos (Secretary-General of 
the Prime Minister's Office) 


He was Jaime Mayor Oreja’s office chief in the UCD 
days. The new interior minister offered him a post in the 
Intenor Ministry, but he turned it down after consulting 
with his family. He is a Moncloa civil servant who has 
worked as a deputy at the Spokesman’s Office led by 
Gil. He is the brother of the current director of 
EL. CORREO ESPANOL DEL PUEBLO VASCO. 


Jorge Fernande: Diaz (Secretary of State for 
Territorial Administration) 


Everything indicates that this deputy for Barcelona 
will be Mariano Rajoy's mght-hand at the Ministry of 
Pubic Administration. His name has heen mentioned for 
the post since the day after the last general clections 
Fernandes Dias. who was chawman of the People’s 
Party in Barcelona, was until now im charge of the 
People’s Party's autonomy policy. Initially, he headed 
the People’s Party list for Barcelona, but when the 
People’s Party took Trias de Bes on board, he was 
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moved to second place on the lists. Jorge Fernandez 
maintains good relations with the Catalan navonalists 


Jaime Rodriguez Arana and Francisco Villa (Public 
Administrations) 


Jaume Rodriguez Arana, a People’s Party deputy in 
Congress, and Francisco Villa. the current dwecia- 
general for health at the Council of Galicia, will be two 
Galiians jornmng the Mamistry of Public Administration 
it 6 not yet known which posts they will hold, but there 
1s no dou that they have been called upon by Manano 
Rajoy and that they are preparing to move to Madnd 


Rodrigo Rato’s Four Squires 


Rodrigo Rato, deputy prime minister and semor official 
in charge of cconormc affairs in his Capacity as minister 
of economy and finance, will have four squires who will 
help him flesh out the actual content of the pacts with 
the nationalists and in Gesigning the measures required 
to guaranice that Spain complies with the convergence 
cTiteria imposed by the Maastricht Treaty 


The People’s Party's deputy secretary general wil! be 
assisted in bus task Dy four secretaries of state whose 
job will be to ensure that the Spanish economy stays on 
the path that will enable Spain to jou monctary union 
in the lead group of countries. 


Cristobal Montoro 


The future secretary of state for the economy in Radngo 
Rato's ministry, he has been the director-general of the 
Institute of Econormec Studies [IEE], a body with close 
ves to the CBOE (Spanish Confederation of Employers 
Organizations). 


A man who wears simple suits and who has a likabic 
face, he was signed up by the new prime minister on 
the eve of the 1993 general clections, and pul into one 
of the “springboard posts” on the People's Party's lists 
for Madnd 


Appointed to serve as the spokesman on cconomic 
issues for the People’s Party's group im parliament, he 
has maintained close relavons with Radrigo Rato 


Considered a good coomomi theoretician and also a 
product of the world of private enterprise, he was one of 
the technicians included in the team to negotiate with the 
nationalist parves following the elections on § March 


Juan Costa 


Chosen by Radngo Rato for the post of secretary of 
state for finance, he 1s one of the People’s Party's whiz 
kads 
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A retiring man. be bolds various masters degrees and 
parucipaied im the last ciectoms as the bead of Ux 
People’s Party's lists for the province of Castellon 


Considered an cupert on finsncing the sulonomous 
comrauniies, he has worked hart af ho parhamentary 
duties in his post as People’s Paty spokesman on 
finance issucs 


Jose | otyado 


The new person in charge of the Secretanat of State for 
the Budget comes from the ranks of the CBOE, where 
he was in charge of cconomac affairs. He was one of 
the mainstays of that organization and onc of the men 
in whom CBOE President Jose Maria Cuevas has the 
most confidence 


Kaown by his imteriocutors for his dialogue-onented 
approach, he is 4 man with a reputation as a moderaic 
and a supporter of agreements 

He is considered to have a good knowledge of the 
unions, with whose representatives he has negotiated 
On 4 geal many occasions. By the same token, he has 
a reputation for being a good cconomic analyst and, 
among cconomic cxuperts. he enjoys a reputation for 
being an observant and reasonabic man 


Jose Manvel Fernandez Nornicila 


Like Cristobal Montoro, the new secretary of state for 
wade is 4 man who comes from the world of private 
enterprise. 

As 4 man who enjoys the full confidence of the new 
munister of the economy and finance, he has for many 
years heen the shadow and right-hand man of the ocw 


deputy prime minister, whose campaign he led during 
the last general elections 


A former board member of the Spanish State Television 
and Radio, he has been a People's Party deputy and onc 
of the people who collaborated most with Rodngo Rato 
in bis mussion to take Control of organizing the party in 
the capital 
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The Geardiag of the Party 


Whale Felpe Gonzalez needed Alfonso Guerra or Jose 
Benegas in the last 13 years to keep control of the PSOE 
[Spamsh Sacsalkst Workers Party] for him, Aznar has 
sow turned to Ange! Acces to keep the peace mm Oe 
People's Party 


Arnaz will sced someone who can Coordmatc the party 
and the goverament and tackle ittcrnal conflacts. Acetes 
will have the same functions as the PSOE 's orgamzavon 
secretary. For caampic, if a regronal conflict emerges he 
will be on Charge of negotiating with the parucs involved 
m the dupute and. if nocessary, imposng 4 solution 
coordinated with Aznar 


Acehes name was mentioned after the } May clocbons 
to hold one of the posts of responsiblity wittun Azng's 
new government. Indeed. his name was pul forward for 
the portiohos of puts admmstrabons and justice 


Beforchand, the possitlty had heen mentoned of his 


holding the important post of People's Party spokesman 
in Pahament. In the end, his destiny will lhe wethen the 


party 


Acebes ts a 47-year-old lawyer from Avila. His fire 
contact with politics was mn the UCD youth groups while 
a college student 


After the collapse of the center im 1982, with bis law 
studies over, he decided to forget politics and open a 
lawyer's office mm Avila. That was when he met a rookie 
deputy called Aznar who convinced him to stand mm the 
mumcipal clechoms. He was the mayor of Avila with an 
absolute majority from 1991 to 1995, a which me he 
ran for the Senate 


Al the end of the Last legmlative session he was the Peo- 
ple's Party s spokesman on the Senate, replacing [prime 
minster of the autonomous community of Madnd) Ruiz 
Gallardon, and playing a bcading role in the creation of 
the GAL [Anuterrorst Literation Groups) commutice 
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Sweden: Christian Democrat Leaders Reject EMU 


BRO"0S 111096 Stertholm DAGENS NYHETER 
in Swedish 4 May W p Ad 


[ Debate” aucle by Christian Democranc Community 
Party Chairman Alf Svensson, First Deputy Charman 
Inger Davidson, and Second Deputy Chawman Anders 
Andersson: “Christan Democratic Community Paty 
Says No to EMU] 


(PBIS Translated Text) When Christan Demacrets 
Robert Schuman, Konrad Adenaucr, and Alcie dc 
Gaspen drew up the outlines of a future peaceful Europe 
aher World Wa li. «& was community which was 
the watchword for the project. If we remove frontier 
barners, if we ict poopie mect and move frecly, if we 
bring together rather than scj wate, we would link peace 
and the future together. and because the cconomy plays 
a fundamental role, security can be achieved through 
common cconomic structures. That was thew way of 


thinking 
It ts this vison of peace which Swoden has begun to take 


is @ bottom a matter of cultural winstup, which must 
include peace as a fundamental componcnt. Through 
thew tustory the peoples of Europe have acquired a sect 
of common valucs and norms inspired above all by 
Christian ethics. We Christian Democrats believe that 


calls “good circles of social Dalance with a high degree 
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of Cooperaboa, ust, recy avy. cluzen mvolvement 
and collectve well-heing 


Seen agaist this background, an cuicnwon of EU w- 
thorny wtuch lacks broad popula suppor could scr- 
ously damage the basic coaccgt of European commw- 
ony. kt cannot be ruled Gal thal monctary umn, ic. the 
imraguction of a Common currency, could involve such 
an clement of msk. Eves if you pul ade potential dam- 
age to confidence resulung trom EMU. «1 is long-term 
cconome< polcy more than anything cle whach dcliv- 
cs a clea message 


Various criteria ate lad down for parncipation in EMU 
the so-called convergence criicria. They mean that coun- 
wes must show coonomuc statulity and not caceed cer- 
tain fined parameters when 1 comes to mflaton., mict- 
cst rates, budget dcfictts, government dc, and currency 
statlaty. dhe purpose of the convergence criteria 1s to 
have the Counties’ cconomics converge to guarantee 
stabulaty in the new currency system. In general the con- 
vergence criteria ae fcasonaic guidelines for positive 
cconomme development and in addition they guatantce a 
healthy development of government finances 


in teaching a decison on Swedish paricipabon im 
EMU i is not possible — as SNS [Industral Council 
for Social and Economic Studies! coonomists, among 
others, have pointed out — to look only a the EMU 
project. You must also study the sstuation in the Swedish 
cconomy. For more than 25 years Swoden has been 
lomag momentum, im cconomne development 


In 1970 Sweden was in therd place among OBCD 
countries as far as GDP per inhabitant was concerned 
Today we have slid down to 17th place. The reasons 
for thes are, for cxample, a badly functioning system 
of determaning wages, hopelessly old-fastioned labor 
legislation, the poor flexibility and functioning of the 
labor market, a much too harsh climate for busmess, and 
growth -cntobiting tases on labor, business, and savings 


in Our opimon it is not therefore cnough for Swoden 
to meet the convergence criteria. If we lock ourselves 
imo EMU, all these ngid structures will be atic to do a 
great decal of damage and make the country » cconomn 
situation even worse. The condition of the Swedish 
cconomy i such that Swedish membershap of EMU 
would create the risk of even higher unemployment 


For some time now Sweden has handled hoth external 
and internal disturbances in the ecomomy by adjustments 
to the rate of cachange in the form of devaluations 
Since the autumn of 1992 we have had a floatiag krona 
When this shock aborher disappears. the entire Swedish 
cconomy must he much more fiewhc than tt ns a 


present 
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The Social Democratic government has categorically 
rejected all structural reforms which could lead to an 
improvement in the way the labor market funcuons, and 
the climate for business and growth. Since it took office, 
the governmentin its five draft bills has concentrated 
exclusively on reforming government finances, while 
measures to encourage growth and structural reforms 
have been rejected. When we Chrisuan Democrats 
studied the government's spring draft bill, we noted that 
this opportunity had also been missed. 

As far as this Riksdag term is concerned, it is no longer 
realistic to try to create the conditions which would have 
made it possible for Sweden to join EMU without far- 
reaching detrimental effects. 

There is also reason to point out that the potential paruc- 
ipant Countries do not actually amount to a homogenous 
market; the convergence process and the coordination of 
tax systems still have a very long way to go. It ts also 
very obvious that within the EU there is a pension ume 
bomb ticking away. What will happen to pensions and 
the way in which they are to be paid is of extraordinary 
importance to the EU's ability to function in the future. 
This pension time bomb will affect the future of taxes, 
savings, jobs, and industrial competiveness. And con- 
sequently also how a future EU will resolve its currency 
policy. 

The Christian Democratic party executive has therefore 
decided to recommend to the party's national congress 
to say no to EMU. Given past economic policy it would 
be reckless to jump into such far- reaching economic 
imtegration at this time. Meeting the convergence criteria 
is therefore not enough. 


Important reasons for the Christian Democratic party 
keadership’s position are as follows. There is a risk that 
unemployment will become the regulator in the event of 
internal and external disturbances. This is linked to the 
lack of flexibility and the low international mobility of 
the workforce — something which is due among other 
things to the language barrier. The social consequences 
of higher unemployment cannot be overestimated. There 
will be less opportunity to pursue national economic 
policies when national sovereignty shrinks in favor of 
more suprinationality in the fields of monetary and 
In addition, there are particularly aggravating circum- 
stances because Sweden is not in the kind of economic 
condition that would allow us to join without great so- 
cial cost. 


In connecuon with Sweden's membership negotiations. 
the Swedish Government issued a unilateral declaration 
that we reserved the right to decide for ourselves on 


FBIS-WEU-96-090 
8 May 1996 


future parucipauon in EMU. The Chrisuan Democratic 
party leadership is of the opinion that Sweden should 
make use of this possibility by saying no in the 1997 
Riksdag decision to joining a COMMOn Currency union 
with a common central bank. 


Sweden: IGC Negotiator Discusses EU Voting 
Procedures 

BROGOS152696 Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER 
in Swedish 3 May 96 p AY 


[TIDNINGARNAS TELEGRAMBYRA report by Anna 
Helsen: “Big Countries Want More Power in the EU") 


[FBIS Translated Text) Countries that pay the most 
to the EU should also have the greatest say. This 
is one of the proposals when the EU countries will 
Start discussing the distribution of power in the future 
Union within the framework of the Intergovernmental 
Conference. 


“As far as Sweden is concerned this solution is not 
uninteresung,” said Ambassador Sven-Olof Petersson, 
Swedish spider in the web of negotiations at the 
Intergovernmental Conference. 


Negotiators at the Intergovernmental Conference (IGC) 
will meet at the end of this week to stam sounding 
each other out on issues Concerning the distribution of 
power. The question is how the EU's decisionmaking 
mechanisms should be adapted to accommodate 27 
member states instead of 15. No concrete proposals 
have been put forward but the big countries, particularly 
France, afe exerting pressure so that their influence will 
not decrease when new members join. Today the big 
countries’ influence is already smaller proportionally 
than that of the small countries if the share of votes 
in the Council of Ministers is weighed against their 
populations. 

The French foreign minister recently suggested that the 
number of votes in the Council of Ministers should not 
only depend on the countries’ size but also on how much 
they pay to the EU and on how big their gross national 
product is. For Sweden, which is a large net contributor 
to the EU, this would be excellent. 


Double Majority 


“Therefore it is a proposal that is worth looking at, 
deputy chief negotiator Sver, Olof Petersson told TID- 
NINGARNAS TELEGRAMBYRA. AI the same time 
he emphasized that this is his personal view. The 
Swedish Government has not yet spelled out its posi- 
tion. 


The IGC will also discuss the rules for qualified majority 
in the future EU. Today 62 of the 87 votes in the Counc! 
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of Ministers are required for a qualified majorty. In this 
context the big countries have intimated that the votes 
Ought to be reweighted when the number of members 
increases so that countries like Sweden would get fewer 
votes than today and the big countries would get more. It 
is obvious that it would be hopeless to get endorsement 
from the smaller countries for such proposals. 


However, Petersson believes that the German proposal 
for changes to the voting rules in the Council of 
a double majority would be needed to push through a 
proposal. That is: First a qualified mayority is needed in 
the Council, then the member states backing the decision 
must have a certain percentage of the EU's population 
“One can understand the attraction of this proposal, but 
it would become a strange illogical system,” Petersson 
said. The fundamental Swedish standpoint is that the 
size of the countries’ populations should not have any 
significance — “one country, one vote,” the Swedes say. 


Stop Decisions on Funds 


The effort to limit the small countries’ influence is partly 
due to worries that countries which are recipients of 
financial assistance would get too much say. The future 
East European EU members will receive more from EU 
support funds than they will contribute. Together with 
the current net recipients of financial assistance they 
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will get over 50 percent of the vote and could, ir other 
words, block decisions on how the EU's funds should 
be used. 


Against this background there is also a discussion about 
the number of votes that are needed for countries 
to create blocking minorities. Today countries which 
together have 26 of the 87 votes in the Council of 
Ministers can block a decision. 


After enlargement more votes will of course be needed 
to stop a proposal. But in addition a change is being 
discussed which means that together the blocking coun- 
tries must have at least 100 million inhabitants. This 
would mean that smaller countries cannot veto a deci- 
sion if they do not manage to find a lot of allied member 
counties. 


Great importance 


So far the discussion about voting procedures is “fine- 
tuning,” as Petersson puts it. Difficult to comprehend but 
still of great importance for the EU's future capacity 
to make decisions. The Swedish Government has not 
adopted a stance on the details but the fundamental 
position is clear: The smail countries’ influence must 
not decrease, the EU's decisionmaking processes should 
become simpler, and there could be more majority 
decisions in the EU. 
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Cyprus: Kliridhis-Stefanopoulos Prepare for U.S. 
Visit 


NC0805093196 Nicosia | SIMERINI in Greek 
& May 96 pi 
{FBIS Translated Text} The Cyprus issue will be raised 
once more with President Bill Clinton. It will be raised 
by Greek President Konstandinos Stclanopoulos and 1 
will also be raised by our President Glavkos Kliridhis. 
The U.S. leader has repeatedly said that he feels deeply 
committed to the Cyprus issue and that i is high 
on his list of administrative priorities. Clinton's and 
Holbrooke’s statement that “1996 will be Cyprus’ year” 
is still valid. 

cannot discuss the Cyprus issue in depth 
because of his position and responsibilities. He will most 
likely stress the need to settle the issuc, as a coordinator 
of the more general improvement of Greek-Turkish re- 
lations. On 6 May, Kliridhis, accompanied by a quadri- 
partite group of associates, met with Stefanopoulos. Af- 
ter the meeting the Cypriot president said the following: 
"We discussed the Cyprus issue in general and we co- 
ordinated our actions concerning what we will both say 
in the United States during our mectings with President 
Clinton.” 


From the first point of view it seems peculiar that this 
meeting and the special “coordination” were needed 
since the “co-decisions,” the commutting results of 
the conference between the Greek Government and 
the National Council on 4 May 1995, the National 
Council resolutions and the Cypriot House of Parliament 
decisions, etc.. are still in force. Besides the Greek 
Government still has in hand the special note Nicosia 
sent to Athens that is to be used during Prime Minister 
Konstandinos Simitis’ contacts abroad. We believe that 
these clements give a complete picture concerning the 
Cyprus issue's current position and the Greek side's 
stance. 


From another point of view, however, one could say that 
this coordinating contact was absolutely necessary since 
both the Greek side's old and current positions vary and 
ae often contradictory. Our leaders, taking positions 
based on facts and unchanged prospects, vary from 
optimism to pessimism, from mobility to stagnation, 
from the unwilling acceptance of the U.S. initiative to 
its cager adoption, cic. Consequently, the phrase “what 
we will say to Clinton” is justified. 

The atmosphere in which the contacts with the US. 
leadership are occurring is especially bad for Greek 
interests. One way or another the Americans agree with 
the Turkish positions on all parts of the problem. Cyprus 
has been trapped by the method of exchanges of the 
following types: “territory in exchange for sovereignty . 
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“EU accession in exchange for intenuonal deviations 
from the [EU] vested rights,” etc. Unfortunately Greece 
is following the road determined on the night of the 
imia incident — a road full of fear against the Turkish 
plots. These plots have been escalating daily cither with 
violations of Greek airspace or with the addition of 
new extreme demands by Ankara. Mesut Yilmaz is now 
threatening “danger any minute” in the Acgean if Greece 
does not accept the mediation of a third party on the 
Imia incident and on other issues in the Acgean. He 
also throws in a lure. He says that if “logic prevails in 
the Aegean,” this will have “positive consequences on 
the Cyprus issue as well.” 

The situation is bad when seen from another point of 
view as well. Greek leaders give the impression thal 
they do not correctly evaluate what took place and 
what was omitted during the Imia incident. During his 
speech at the Chamber of Deputies, Simutis, referring 
to the crucial night, said that there was “an immediate 
reaction and defense of our sovereignty,” that “Greece 
brought about the reversal of Turkey's plans.” that 
“Turkey failed in its attempt and is now in a defensive 
position,” ctc. If these same criteria are used tor the 
Cyprus issue as well, it is certain that we will come 
back to Karamanlis’ theory that “Atula [Turkish Forces 


in Cyprus] is already a prisoner of Cyprus.” 


Even if we do not hope that something positive will 
come out of the U.S. contacts, ut is useful for Hel- 
lenism’s leaders to at least remain serious. Even if for 
this reason only, the “coordination” of the words to be 
addressed to President Clinton ts justified. 


Cyprus: Kliridhis Reportedly Consents to S-Party 
Meeting 

NCO80S081096 Nicosia KHARAVY! in Greek 

8 May 9 pil 


[Report by Panayiotis Paskhalis} 


[FBIS Translated Text) Plans to convene a five-party 
mecting are very advanced, and, if there ts progress on 
the issue of security and guarantees for a future federal 
Republic of Cyprus, then such a mecting 1s more than 
just a possibility. 


KHARAVYI has reliable information that President 
Glavkos Klindhis has already given his consent to hold 
the five-party meeting, a subject, the same information 
has it, that was the subject of talks among the president 
of the Republic, the foreign minister, and Foreign Office 
and US. officials, who are always kept informed about 
the Cyprus issue. 


The five-party meeting will be discussed during talks in 
Nicosia on 10 May by Jeremy Greensiock, the British 
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Mikhailidhis on the issues suggested by the Presidential 
Palace and at 1000 he will meet Denktas, with whom 
there could be an “extended” working junch. 
According to our information the Turkish side has also 
given its consent to the five-party meeting, as long as it 
is not the Republic of Cyprus that is represented at the 
mecting, but the island’s two communities as politically 
equal parts. 


The same information says the five-party mecting is 
among the topics up for discussion, called by the British 
the three S's (Security, Sovereignty, and the Status of 
the Turkish Cypriots). 


President Klindhis mentioned last Sunday [5 May] as 
he left for Athens. 

According to diplomatic sources with access to the 
State Department and the Foreign Office, security in 


negotiations between the Republic of Cyprus and the 
EU, there is still a big gap in views deriving from 
Nicosia’s and London's different interpretations of the 
6 March decision on the talks Brussels will have with 
the Denktas regime. 


CYPRUS 25 
Cyprus: Disapproval of Kliridhis S-Party Statement 
Expressed 
NC0605153396 Nicosia Cyprus Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in Greek 
1300 GMT 6 May 96 


[FBIS Translated Text] Greek President Konstandinos 
Stefanopoulos and President Glavkos Kliridhis met in 
Athens at noon today and focused on the Cyprus 
issue and Cyprus-Greece coordination in light of their 
meetings with U.S. President Bill Clinton. President 
Kliridhis described the 45-minute meeting as very 
interesting. He said: The Cyprus issue was discussed 
and there was coordination regarding the two presidents" 
meetings with President Clinton. He said he is opumustic 
about developments and noted there is increased interest 
in a Cyprus solution. He stressed: This does not mean 
that the way is clear for a solution. Much depends on 
the Turkish Government's policy. 


Asked to comment on criticism in Cyprus about his 
siatement on a possible five-party meeting and on 
the argument that Cyprus’ sovereign rights are being 
conceded and that there is deviation from the National 
Council decision, President Kliridhis said: | do not know 
the legal brains behind these interpretations. Whai | 
stressed was thal in order to modify the treaties those 
who signed them must accept the modifications and sign 
a new treaty. 


AKEL [Restorative Party of the Working People} Sec- 
retary General Dhimitrios Khristofias, socialist party 
EDEK [United Democratic Union of Cyprus} Chair- 
man Vasos Lissaridhis, and Free Democrats Move- 
ment Chairman Yeoryios Vasiliou today commented on 
Kliridhis’ statement. DISI [Democratic Rally} Chairman 
loannis Matsis will take a position later. 


Khristofias described Kliridhis’ statement as a bolt 
from the blue and spoke about improvisations by the 
government. He said: The issues raised by the president 
touch upon Cyprus’ very existence and security, so 
an in-depth and serious National Council discussion 1s 
necessary. He said the National Council had decided 
unanimously that if a meeung is convened—whether 
four-party, five-party, or otherwise—the Republic of 
Cyprus must participate as an equal member. 
Lissandhis said he is concerned and indignant about the 
coalition government's decision on a five-party meeting. 
He said: This means that the official state is being 
ignored and replaced by two separate, equal communal 
administrations. This is a violation of the National 
Council positions. Lissaridhis said he is convinced that 
the people will react, will not allow us to participate in 
such a meeting, and will punish such impropnetes. 
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Vasiliow said calling cither a five-party or a four-party | Denkias stressed thal obstinacy and politics do nol go 
meeting on the Cyprus issue would require that a together, and that Prime Minister Atun made this clea. 
soluuon be immunent. | do not believe there is another | 
more effective procedure than the one followed in  Denktas said: We are going through difficult umes. We 
New York in 1992, when talks were held under the are going through difficult times financially. He said 
direction of the UN secretary general and the continuous “4! one of the reasons for this situation ts the cumula- 
supervision of the permanent UN Security Council  “¥€ effect of the past, and the second reason ts the fact 
meavbers. thal investments were not emphasized sufficiently. He 

) said: The necessary steps were not taken to encourage 
Meisis said he will take a stance when he exchanges § — investors. Certain circles are still hesitant about com- 
views with Klindhis. He said it pletely climinaung the cusioms duties between us and 
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Turkey. We must take these steps very quickly. 


Denkias said that it is essential for every Turkish 
Cypriot living in Turkey or desiring to live there in the 
future, to be treated as a Turkish citizen. He said thal 
this issue must be discussed with Turkish governments 
and followed energetically. [passage omitted] 


President Denktas said the the Turkish Cypriot cause is 
being waged and is going through a very difficult period. 
Therefore, he said, our internal unity and solidarity 
must be reinforced, partics must try to unite around 
the minimum common denominators, and everything 
must be done to bring the tics with Turkey to much 
higher levels. He said: These are fateful months, because 
the minute the EU starts membership talks with the 
Greek Cypriots, we must erect a very strong and 
insurmountable granite wall between us and the Greek 
Cypriots. We must show to the world that we cannot be 
dragged this way or that. This will make it necessary 
for us to face a lot of difficulties. 


The president stressed that the people are capable of 
risking these difficulties, adding: The issuc here is one 
of freedom, it concerns Turkey's rights and pewers 
over Cyprus, and it involves whether or not Turkey can 
protect the Turkish Cypriots and thei future. [passage 
omutted] 
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through an agreement—for clearly EU peace 
‘SSI This way, the WEU and NATO will be able 
at the same time. That is—in order to use 
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that [word indistinct] is currently being dis- 
4 bs whak il hegpan wth OR fimedomenaden 
2, that is, after the end of IPFOR. Whether the 
dispatch of peace forces to Bosmia- Herzegovina—if it 
is necessary—afier December will be under the WEU 
or NATO. it will possibly be the latter. 


af 


[Tsirigotakis} Were there any objections to your pro- 
posal” 
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[Arsenis] There afe various views among the more 
clearly European (word indistinct}. But | believe yes- 
terday’s proposal Covers everyone. 


Giveece: Arsenis Discusses Defense With Cyprus’ 
Kiliridh is 


NC0805110396 Nicosia Cyprus Broadcasting 
jon Radw Network in Greek 
0900 GMT 8 May % 


(FBIS Translated Text) President Glavkos Klindhis 
met this morning in Athens with National Defense 
Minister Yerasimos Arsenis. In a statement after the 
meeting Arsenis said they discussed the program for 
the realization of the unified defense doctrine, which, 
he added, is proceeding very satisfactorily. Arsenis also 
said that the realization of jointly set targets concerning 
the air and naval bases in Cyprus is also proceeding 
sausfactorily. 


Replying to a question, Arsenis said the Greece-Isracl 
agreement is al the stage of realizavon. He said: It is 
an agreement thal promotes regional peace and stubility. 
and it is to the advantage of all countries, and of course 
of Hellenism. 


President Kliridhis also met this morning with the am- 
bassadors of four EU countries in Athens — those of 
Ireland, Austria, Luxembourg and Italy. Foreign Minis- 
ter Alekos Mikhailidhis. spokesman loan- 
nis Kasoulidhis, Deputy Minister to President Pandhelis 
Kouros, and Cypriot Ambassador in Athens Kharalam- 
bos Khristoforou also attended the mecungs. 
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more differences than similares. Past. the Wellae 


has realized that if it does not become part of 
the present Turkish political system, it will not win a 
majority that will enable it to assume power. If we look 
at Algeria, we find that the Islamic Salvation Front came 
into existence as a reaction to the regime. | believe that 
the similarity between the two parties is that both are 
social movements that depend on society's poor classes. 
The Welfare Party has replaced the extremist left-wing 
ideologies that were espoused by those living in the 
outskirts of big cities where poverty and misery prevail. 


[Kalishkaya) Is Turkey witnessing the emergence of 
extremist religious groups that pose a threat to the 
country? 


[Yilmaz] Yes, there are extremist groups. So far, they 
have nothing to do with the organized terror groups. 
There have been some isolated and individual incidents. 
[Kilishkaya] Western countries believe that, after Com- 
mumsm, Islamic movements threaten them the most. 


[Yilmaz) Writer Samuel Huntington met strong oppo- 
sition when he said that the 21st century will witness 
conflicts hetween cultures and religions. His statements 
were better received later on. | believe that the clash 
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among political ideologies is becoming less acuic, while 
it is becoming more acute between different religions. 
I believe this will become more pronounced at a later 
stage. 


[Kalishkiya] How do you envisage Western countrnes’ 
responsibility toward the confrontations among reli- 
gions? 

[Yilmaz] As long as the West continues to apply a 
double-standard policy based on the differences among 
religions, we will see negative results. The best cxampic 
is the Western stand on Turkey SO years ago. Al 
the time, there were two independent countries in the 
Islamic World: Iran and Turkey. Today, there are SO 
States. The two countries enjoy some influence in the 
region. Turkey seeks to approximate the views between 
the East and the West. However, the West sometimes 
takes a Cautious stand toward Turkey on the pretext that 
there are religious and cultural disparities. If the West 
pursues its somewhat hostile policy, we will risk onc 
day seeing the emergence of a power in the Islamic 
World that will defend the Iranian regime. This means 
that the arguments of those who opt for a policy of 
confrontation with the West will have the upper hand. 
But if the West heeds reason and trics to gct closer to 
the Islamic world, then the idea of confrontation will 
disappear. We sce encouraging signs in this direction 
from time to time, but not as much as we would like 


[Kilishkaya] Some people think that the extremist 
religious movements in the Middle Eas! threaten peace 
This issue currently has priority and prompted the 
Sharm al-Shaykh summit. But violence by the Workers 
Party of Kurdistan [PKK] is significant in this region 
— in Iraq, ran, and Turkey, and it is not receiving any 
attention by the West. Is Turkey unable to let its voiwe 
be heard’ 


[Yilmaz] No, the West considers the terrorism in Turkey 
to be domestic terrorism, unlike the global terrorism 
by the extremist religious movements. The Western 
countries emphasize religious terrorism. However, in 
response to our efforts, the subject of the PKK was 
discussed as a secondary issuc, although it was not a 
subject on the initial summit agenda 


[Kilishkaya] During his recent visit to the United States. 
President Suleyman Demirel spoke about Syrian support 
for the PKK. Washington has expressed its dismay 
over lraman support for extremist movements. Although 
Turkey complained about Syrian support for the PKK, 
Washington has said it considers Iran to be the supporter 
of violence. How do you interpret the US. position’ 


[Yilmaz] The United States declared that the PKK is a 
terrorist party 
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(Kilishkaya] The Turkish Interior Ministry accused Iran 
of supporting the terrorists in Turkey. Iran responded 
by accusing four Turkish diplomats of espionage. As a 
result, bilateral relations have become tense. How do 
you view these relations al present? 

{Yilmaz} tran is an important acighbor, and we consider 
relations with Iran to be of great importance. Nothing 
will disturb the good relations as long as cach party 
respects the principle of noninterference in the other's 
internal affairs, in spite of the political differences 
between the Turkish and Iranian regimes. However, if 
one of the two parties tnes to change the political regime 
of the other party, as happened recently, there will be no 
reason to continue relations. We provided Iran will all 
the proof we have and expressed our Concern over what 
happened. | think that Tehran understood our position. 


[Kilishkaya] Do you think that Turkey is a regional 
power” 

[Yilmaz] In light of Turkey's capahiliues and human 
resources, it is a regional power. If some countries think 
that, in spite of its capabilities, Turkey is not a power 
in every sense of the word, it is duc to these countrics’ 
concern about Turkish power. These countrnes have 
agreed to weaken Turkey. However, time will decide, 
and Turkey will undoubtedly assume the appropriate 
position in the future because of its capabilities. 


(Kilishkaya} Turkish-Isracli relauions have developed 
remarkably with the recent declaration of the joint 
military agreement. Israc! will hold its parliamentary 
elections soon, and the US. presidential elections will 
take place in the fall. Do you believe that Turkey will 
be affected if the Likud wins in Israci and Bob Dole 
wins im the United States’ 


[Yilmaz] Turkey's policies do not depend on specific 
factors. The government takes all factors into consid- 
cration. israci is important in the international balance 
power. Therefore, it is natural to be viewed as such — 
the same as other countries view Turkey. For cxampic, 
Syria and Greece have concluded a military agreement. 


[Kilishkaya) The recent Israel operation against Hizbal- 
lah in Lebanon left several civilian victims. Despite that, 
the Western states did not denounce the aggressors. The 
United States even asked Syria to curb Hizballah activ- 
ities. The same Western states denounced the Turkish 
military operation againct the PKK bases in northern 
Irag in May 1995. How do you view this two-faced 
policy? 

[Yilmaz] Concerning these actions (the Israch opera- 
tion), regardiess of how legitimate they may be or the 


logical reasons they may based on, it is not might to 
exceed the reasonable limits and hurt defenseless civil- 
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tans. Therefore, these acts should be strongly critucized 
and denounced. With regard to the operation by Turkish 
forces in northern irag, Turkey only targeted the armed 
terrorist forces that carned oul operations against i. The 
Turkish troops sought to protect the inhabitants and to 
avoid inflicting awy harm on them. The reaction of the 
Western states and the United States to the Turkish op- 
cration 1s an example of the double-standard policy. It- 
confirms the constant dilemma regarding the religious 
differences and will certainly generate a new reaction 
from the people in the Eastern states. 


[Kilishkaya] What exactly 1s Turkey's position on the 
water issuc, which is sull unresolved between Turkey 
and the Arabs’ 


[Yilmaz] Turkey always takes its neighbors’ position 
and water needs into consideration, and it has always 
respected its pledges im this regard. However, the Arab 
States will not consider dividing the oil that originates 
in thew territory. Equally, Turkey will not consider 
dividing the water that origimates in its territory. It truly 
wants to help its neighbors mect their water needs. 
However, it is only natural for Turkey to consider its 
water needs first. The Ataturk Dam project aims to 
achieve this goal, and it will not be obstructed by the 
acuons directed agaist it. 


{Kilishkaya] Before it implemented the irrigation pro- 
gram, Turkey did not take full advantage of the Tigns 
and Euphrates waters and was using the water to gen- 
erate clectricity. However, with the execution of the 
Ghab Project (the Ataturk Dam), certain voices were 
overheard saying that the water was being wasted and 
contaminated. How do you explain this? 


[Yilmaz] Water wastage at the Ataturk Dam, which has 
a Capacity of 48 billion cubic meters of water, is equal 
to the water wastage at the Tabagah Dam, which has a 
capacity of 12 billion cubic meters. However, because 
Syria's Tabagah Dam was built with the old Russian 
technology, it is not working at full capacity. Last year, 
we provided Syria with donble the amount of water we 
promised to give it — that is, SOO cubic meters per 
second. It is not our fault if Syria ts not using the water 
we give it properly. Turkey cannot pay Syria's bill, 


{Kilishkaya] If the Middle East peace process reaches 
its conclusion and peace ts achieved between Syria and 
israc! and if Istracl withdraws from the Golan Heights, 
then its water needs wil! increase. What do you think 
about Isracl’s request to have a constant water supply 
from the Manadagat River [name of river as published)’ 


{Yilmaz} We plan to sell the water from the Manadagat 
River through compames. We are not planning to limit 
its sale (0 just One party 
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inform the Prime Minister's Office of the 1996 goals of 
their performance programs, which were included in the 


you recall, the stability package. which was announced 
im April 1994. envisaged certain structural reforms 
im addition to several measures on everyday policies 
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however, unfortunaicly did not allow any of these 
structural reforms to be realized. 


Realizing these structural reforms, which were not ac- 
complished by the previous coalition government, 1s the 
most important task expected to be fulfilled by the Sid 
government, which was established under a different 
structure and within a different understanding. Attempts 
to umplement and reveal these structural reforms to the 
public without compleung the suff.cient preparatory and 
legislauve work always ended 1s disappointment. as was 
true in the cases of previous coalition governments. We 
embarked on our task in full realization of this fact 
For this reason, we prepared the infrastructure of these 
structural reforms on the one hand, and on the other, 
submutted the 1996 budget to the assembly for its ap- 


proval during the first SO days of our government. 


Our government, which received a vote of confidence 
from the Turkish Grand National Assembly on 12 
March 1996, has left the first 50 days behind. Actually 
the SOth day of the government coincided with the Feast 
of Sacrifice holiday. For this reason, | am holding thi 
news conference after a delay of a couple of days. 


In general, the overriding tradition in our country 
is for the government to assess ils programs in a 
period of 100 days. | believe, however, that we have 
several reasons for making an assessment on the Sith 
day of our government. One of the most important 
reasons is that the Sid government was established 
under most unusual conditions and principles. Our 
government is both a coalition government and a 
minority government. In addition, the description of 
responsibility in the rotational prime ministerial system 
is very different from the government models that we 
are used to. In other words, Turkey is experiencing 
two things at once: One of these is the minority 
coalition government and the other is the rotational 
prime ministerial system. Turkey has never expenenced 
these two events simultancously in all of its democratic 


past. 


The 53d Government should not be viewed as an ad- 
ministravion that depends on the goodwill of the political 
partes that make it up. This government cannot survive 
only though the goodwill of these two parues. The over- 
all goodwill that supports this government cxceeds the 
political goodwill of its parts. This coalition was estab- 
lished as a political necessity, and the present conditions 
require that politica! responsibility be displayed for its 
continuation. 


During the debate he d at the Assembly on the govern- 
ment program. | had announced to the public my opinion 


that Uus special quality of the government could const- 
tute an advantage im terms of the parliamentary regime 





and 
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I bad said that parhaments were excluded in those ad- 
munistrations where everyting is dictated by the gov- 
cramem. We have to admut thal in previous years we cx- 
penenced a legislative penod in which complaints were 
constantly leveled agamst this concept of government. 
Whea setting up this coalition, we gave priority to an 
approach that took imto consideration pas! Complaints. 
For this reason, we took greal care to secure Conciliation 
within the parliament in addition to achieving concilia- 
uoa between the two pares thal formed this coalition. 
1 consider the understanding regarding conciliation 
between the parliament and (ie government to be a 
very important development in terms of the funcuoning 
of the parliamentary regime. We should not disregard 
this factor when assessing the performance of this 
government. in other words. the assessments regarding 
the performance of Uus government will never be made 
on pusufied and healthy grounds if we jose sight of the 
fact that this government is required to secure constant 
coacihation both wrthan itself and with the parliament 


Together, as a nation, we experienced the difficulties 
of setting up this coalition. This coalition was not 
established in paradise. Turkey faced difficult conditions 
thea, and we were aware thal it would face even worse 
conditions once the government was formed. For this 
reason, it is out of question for us to be discouraged by 
any of the difficulues that we foresaw in the beginning 
and are facing today. 


Our government is a product of the responsibility to 
unite along the lines of national interests. This govern- 
ment provides equal opportunites and responsibilities to 
the two parties formung it in the service of thew country. 
This responsitility will be fulfilled if the goodwill and 
self-sacrifice displayed by the two parties when seitung 


its task at a time when the country was faced with a 
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law-decrees can be issued according to the Consum- 
won, and this should be implemented if deemed neces- 
sary. We, however, ave determined to issue law- decrees 


only if necessary and in line with reguiabons 


We wew the inspecuon duties of the parliament within 
the confines of the gravity of the state. According 
to the division of power, which is the foundation of 
the system, the executive duties have been assignod 
to the government and oversight to the parliament 
There can be no such thing a5 executive action without 
parliamentary oversight. Oversight is the supreme duty 
of the parliament. and every government has to respect 
this supreme task assumed by the Assembly. My 
goveroment will be open to the inspection of the 
parliament until the end. 


The state needs to restore its admunistration. If you recall! 
in the past, the Council of Ministers could not convene 
for months on end. The convening of the Council of 
Ministers dunng the Kardak crisis made the headlines :n 
the newspapers. A country is run without a government 
if it Cannot Convene its government. In the same way, 
remarks to effect that [True Path Party icader) Ciller is 
running the country can disrupt the system. We have 
abolished tus wrong state of affairs. We have brought 
the tradition of seriousness to the state administration. 
From sow on, failing to convene the government will 
make the headlines and not convening it. In the same 
way, our inatility to convene the government in the past 
week as a result of our partner's central admunistration 
council meeting saddened the public. This reaction of 
the public is very healthy and is proof that democracy 
is gaining force. 


There is a need to restore the social security system. 
We found a social security ume bomb that was ready 
to explode when assuming our task. The system was 
crumbling despite the huge contributions of the state 
People were in misery in from of the hospital d-ors 
The pensioners could not receive thei pensions. wh ch 
would have enabled them to live under humane ccadi- 
vions. Social security and health condivons have become 
a wound because the sysicm was in shambles. Transfer- 
ring public funds to this system is not sufficient to heal 
these wounds. There 1s a need to restore the system from 
its foundations. We have to stop this loss of blood. The 
system will be adic to stand on its own two feet and not 
he a burden on the state if we are adic to do this 


If we are to implement privatization, we have to amend 
the law. If a law enacted by the Assembly is later re- 
scinded by the Constitutional Court, the party respon- 
sitie for this is the polivcal authority. which is unable 
to legislate Constitutional laws, and not the court. Ths 
is the way we view the matter. On the bass of thin 
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coming. in this way, we are aiming to stop the biceding 
in the economy and to pul the country back on the road 


detcrmined to teach the necessary lessons to the urban 
bandits who brand themscives the mafia. There will be 
neither guerrillas nor a mafia in this country. There 
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acteristic of the current period consists of the fact that 
the effective funcuonmng of the Turkish Grand National 


being based on longer terms, interest rates are falling. 
and significamt reduction is observed in the demand for 
{word indistinct]. Our situation in foreign markets has 
also developed positively, and we secured a total of 
$1.2 billion in general purpose loans at suitable terms 
and low interest rates. Moreover, we secured loans of 


pave the way for the maximum wtilrzatvion of manpower 


potential is essential for the restructuring of the state 
The state will introduce the necessary measures to se- 


cure such an atmospdere. 


This is the essence of the matter: The state will not be 
involved in any areca that can be filled by the private 
sector, and if it is currently ievolved, 1 will withdraw 
from these areas. To this end. we wi!) ensure admumstra- 
tive reorganization, cconomi restructuring, and social 
peace and tranquillity. Increases in productivity will be 
a factor in every field. It ts our primary goal to increase 
products 'v in every area. ranging from the work of the 
TGNA to We functioning of the administrative atru- 
ture, the public sector institutions, and the economy 
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The fact that the powers are cacecdingly concentrated 
in he hands of the central administration dimunishes 


on every issuc, and obstructs the rational exploitation 
of resources. Ankara constitutes the neck of the funnel, 
which in ture undermines productivity and Causes cer- 
The work on the draft bills, which will enable the 
powers of the central admunistrauon to be transferred to 


of the government. These measures will be referred 
the TGNA one after another in the coming days. 
Imtersor Ministry itted to the Pre Minister's 
ll cavisaging amendments to Law $442 
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is saving. There will be expenditures, but these will 
be channcied inte productive projects, which will re- 
tura thew investment in the shortest possibile ume, and 
imto tug infrastructure projects, which will create added 
value im the national economy af an accelerated rate of 
progression. In short, our savings criteria will be based 
on the principle of productivity. 


On the other hand, we will change the traditional savings 
concept. which concentraics all powers in the Prime 
Miumster’s Office and increases bureaucratic procedures 
that waste ume. To this end, powers will be wansferred 
to the relevant ministries and instiiutions to secure 
the efficient supervision of expenditures and income- 
generating measures. The directive we drafted in this 
regard supulates thal investment projects be reviewed 
and the projects, which are 70-percent complete, which 
will be concluded tus year, and whose productivity and 
pnorty have been determined, be concluded as soon 
as possible and added to the economy. The directive 
also stipulates that weasury guarantees for foreign loans 
be reduced to the minimum. This will pave the way 
for the financing of projects, whose feasibility work 
has been concluded. No funds will be allocated to 
projects on which no moncy has been spent yet or 
which are at the inival stage and have heen determined 
to be unproductive. Expenditures for such things as 
the purchase of furniture, real estate, and vehicles, as 
well as funds allocated to ceremonies, will be kept to a 
minimum. (passage omitted] 


in Turkey today, the state has ceased to fulfill the func- 
von of regulating the economy and sensibly allocaung 
the resources gencraicd by the economy, and has be- 
come an actual burden on the economy. It is not pos- 
sible to Dying about Turkey's growth and development 
without readjusting the role of the state in the economy 
ht is Our principal goal to reduce the state's share in 
economic activities and to turn it into a small but pow- 
erful state which is able to abandon its commercial and 
productive role and fulfill ts genuine duties in the most 
effecuve manner 


Privatization is one of the important velucles in achiev- 
ing this. The privatizauon work, which was undertaken 
if Previous terms, unfortunaicly did not progress suffi- 
crently because of snags in the legal infrastructure and 
the failure to establish a new legal foundation If one is 
to be successful in this regard, the activities of the Pr- 
valizaiion Admunistration must be conducted in a way 
that will inspure the confidence of the public. In wiew of 
the sensitivity of the public. the work on the institubon- 
alizavon of the Privatization Adminstration will first be 
launched and the pertunent activities will he announced 
to the public tn line with the principle of honesty and 
openness 
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sector during April. and another $60 million will be 
added to tus sum in the coming days. With the concle- 
s208 of these procedures, the state will be completely oul 
of the cement sector in Turkey. We are also continuing 
the preparations regarding the privatization of several 
institutions at a fast rate. These will be announced to 
the public one after another in the next few days. 


As closely followed by the media. the Constitutional 


can be effected. The new legal arrangement will rapidly 
be included in the agenda of the TGNA as soon as the 


sad ruling is published. 
Dear members of the press, we aim to establish a free 
market economy in the real sense of the word. Within 


@emocratx parvcipavon of 2!) sectors of the population 
The Economic and Social Council was first established 
by means of a prime minssterial directive issued in | 99S. 
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mostly imchuding representatives from the pula sector 
This council was only adic to Comvene once since is 


tacepuoe and was unadic to become funcbonal because 
of @s currest composmion. In Ge acw council, the 
weight of the public sector was seduced and the worker. 
employer, and profesmond organizations. as well » 
the other scciors of thee population. were accorded 
represcatation. i is our clucf goal to msetetubonalize 
the Economx and Social Council by Sepicmiber, and 
depending on the cxpencace we wil! gam. to conclude 
and submut the legal arrangements pertaining to the 
council for the approval of the TGNA wm Scptember 
1996, 


ht ss our government's basx philosophy to pursuc aon- 
populisuc and realistic sacial polhoes. and to ravonally 
ensure social justice for the protection of the workers 
im the free competition market order. In line with this 
philosophy, we have started to work on sactal securrty 
reform. A report drawn up by ILO [International Labor 
Organization) cites four alternatives. The views of the 
relevant authorives ave being beard in order to help us 
choose the most suitable of the four alternatives. After 
we make our choice, we will draw up a comprehensive 
sactal security law which will be im the nature of a re- 
form. The project will be completed in the medium term 


and will be implemented as of the P<ginning of 1997 


Meanwhile, we ae conducting an urgent reorganization 
im order to stop the Mecding im the cursing social 
security system, and a Dull on this issue will he submutied 
to the TGNA this month. 


New regulations went into effect on 29 Match 1996 
ensuring the employment of the families of civil ser- 
vants and soldiers who were martyred of severely mnca- 
pacttated, as well as the employment of civil servants 
and soldiers who were wounded but who are capac of 
working 

The special consumer tax bill, which carries great 
importance within the framework of the Customs Union 
[CU] made with the BL), will he suhentied to the TGNA 
in May. The special consumer tax we wel! introduce 
not a general of widespread tax. In paralic! with the 
practices prevalent in the EU member countries, and im 
harmony with the EU. it will he levied on fuel products, 
automotiies, tobacco products, alcohol drinks, and 
Certain luxury consumer goods. The tax will be lewed 
at equal raics on local and imported goods We will 
absolutely ensure that local preaduction and industry, 
mainly the automobile sector, are not harmed by the 
tan. 


The tax, share, and funds that ae currently levied 
under 10 different names on the gorls that will he 
subjected to the special comvumer tax will he ented 
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been attached to sot increasing the cxisting tax Durden 
and aot upsetting the existing price structure as a result 
of the tax. 


The basis of our tax policy is to levy more taxes on high- 
imcome groups and to direct these resources, through 
investments, to the creation of jods in the interests of 
lower-income groups. Within this framework. the valuc- 
added tx [VAT] on basic foodstuffs and on goods 
needed by the lower-income groups will be kept fixed. 
while the rate will be increased, even if only to a small 
degree, on luxury goods and goods consumed by the 
high-income 
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make the CU work successfully and to make Turkey's 
imegrabon wto the EU cascr 


The issue to which we give prority in lene with Gus am 
18 to Complete the work that should have been compicted 
by the end of 1995 within the framework rf the CU 
Accordingly, we have drawn up a bill covering the 
atacadments that must be made in the Turkish custom 
law, and we submitted it to the TGNA on 25 April. it is 
called the Graft amendment to Customs Law 1.615. We 
will do all we can to ensure that it is ratified as soon as 


possible. [passage omutted) 


Uniess Turkey makes the necessary infrastructure in- 
vestments quickly, with the present infrastructure, 
cannot develop its industry, or mect the demands of 
tourism. Under these conditions, it is a dream to think 
thal we can Compete with the developed European coun- 
tnes. We have come this far thanks to the major infra- 
structure investments made in previous pernads. Now is 
the ume for renewed effort. We must definitely speed 
up investments. 


However, | told you a little while ago how limned our 
budget resources are. Under these conditions, we must 
exploit to a maximum degree cvery kind of investmert 
means and alternatives. 


We will first take measures to operatic, maintain, and 
protect the existing roadways, and speed up the con- 
struction of new roadways. By transferring additional 
funds to the projects for the construcuon of roadways. 
highways, and other roads. we have increased the num- 
ber of such projects that will be completed in 1996. We 
will inaugurate another 213 km of roadways in 1996 in 
addition to the existing 1.246 km. A ¥0-km section was 
inaugurated last month. By allotting additional funds 
during the budget debates in connection with the con- 
struction of state and provincial roads, we raised the 
number of roads to be fully completed in 1996 from 
cight to 22, and we raised the total length of these roads 
from 328 km to 1,012 km. [passage omitted) 


Neglecting investments in the ficld of energy has 
made Turkey a candidate for being transformed from 
an energy-cxporting Country into an energy-importing 
country or a country that has to resort to power cuts 
Electrical energy in our country was 86 billion kilowatt 
hours in 1995. Considering that the demand for energy 
grows by 9 percent a year, it is expected to reach |) 
billion kilowatt hours in the year 2000. In 1994 and 
1995, instcad of adding 3.500 megawatts to the system, 
only 616 megawatts were added This raised the total 
power to 20,951 megawatts at the end of 1995. In other 
words, only 18 percent of the necessary additions were 
made to the system during the past two years. If ths 
goes on, we will be able to add only 266 megawatts 
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power capacity by 148 percent from 1983 to 
1991. In 1992 and 1993, this figure was 7.5 percent. In 


1994, it dropped to 2.5 percent, and in 1995 to around 
1 percent. 


the energy it needs itself. Through this method, which 
is called autoproduction [previous word in French), | 
million kilowatt hours of additional energy production 
will be added in 1996. Also, cight installations to be 
started in 1996 and to be completed in 1997 will produce 
3.6 billion kilowatt hours of additional energy. 

In the Netherlands, the share of autoproduction stations 
in the total production of energy is 25 percent. We will 
try to develop this model quickly in Turkey. 
Purthermore, the build-operate-transfer and the build- 


operate models will take an important place in the power 
production field as of this year. A decree has been drawn 
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up in connection with the build-operate-transfer mode, 
based on the law concerning the Ministry of Energy 
and Natural Resources. The decree is now open to the 
signatures of the ministers. In this way, we will create 
an additional instrument in our efforts to overcome 
the energy bottleneck. We plan to star several new 
investments with this method. 
We will continue to make state investments for power 
production by forcing the means of the economy. 
ingly, we will soon lay the cornerstone of the 
1,400-megawatt Bursa natural gas station which is a 
public investment project. 
Due to the importance of coordination in the energy 
sector, the State Water Works Directorate General wiil 
no longer be affiliated with the Ministry of Public Works 
and Housing, but to the Ministry of Energy and Natural 
Resources. In this way, it will be possible to plan 
and follow energy investments from one source. Also, 
coordination will be casier. 


In 1996, collection of water will begin in 10 dams being 
built now. On the other hand, the construction of 21 
artificial lakes that will irrigate a total of 6,500 hectares 
of land will be completed. This year, we will stan to 
build the Melen project which will supply Istanbul with 
268 million cubic meters of water yearly and which wiil 
cost $1.2 billion. In July, we will start to build the 670- 
megawatt Deriner dam. 


A protocol has been signed at the ministerial level to re- 
open the Iragi- Turkish oil pipeline, on the condition that 
it is approved by the United Nations. This line, which 
has a transportation capacity of 80 million cubic meters 
per year, is of very great economic importance. Prepa- 
rations have started for the maintenance and operation 
of this line. On the other hand, steps are being taken 
within the United Nations as well. [passage omitted] 


The Turksat 1-B satellite serves us both for commu- 
nications purposes and for 16 television channels. We 
will launch our second satellite, the Turksat |-C, in July 
1996. With the aim of creating an information society, 
we will continue to work toward building an informauon 
infrastructure for the widespread use of created informa- 
uon; we will spread the Internet infrastructure through- 
out the country. [passage omitted) 


We believe that our defense industry can contribute to 
the general process of our industrialization and to the 
modernization of the Turkish Armed Forces. Turkey 
is the NATO country that issues the greatest number 
of tenders abroad for defense industry projects. Of the 
total $4 8 billion tenders issued by NATO countries — 
excep for the United States and Canada —~ during the 
past three years, 25 percent were issued by Turkey. In 
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our region, after Saudi Arabia we are the country that 
umports the largest amount of weapons and ammunition. 
The total amount of resources to be used in the coming 
25 years to meet the needs of the Turkish Armed Forces 
is $150 billion. Some 80 percent of this amount w7ill 
go to imports. We believe that a significant portion of 
these needs can be met 
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locations around the world. In addition to the official 
conferences of HABITAT II, numerous meetings will be 


has been allocated for the conference. Of this amount, 


: 
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This will ensure that the EU does not take sides in the 
disagreements between Greece and Turkey and that the 
full membership of Greece will not affect the relations 
between the EU and Turkey. 


Pull membership in the Western European Union 1s also 
one of our main targets. Our membership in NATO, 


our possibilities and abiliues in the area of defense, the 
geostrategic location of our country, and our relations 
with the EU, which attained a higher level through the 
CU agreement, al! justify and support our initiatives in 
that direction. 


Our relations with the United States make it possible to 
undertake cooperation in the gicbal level in line with 
the partnership cooperabon concept. These relations are 
gaining strength and diversifying in keeping with the 
deep-rooted friendship and alliance relations and as 
is expected from two countries which share the same 
great ideals. Our relations with the United States, which 
we being pursued ai all levels, prove that we share 





1s withow of the owners 














ss TURKEY 


similar approaches on a greal number of important 
issues Concerning our region and the world. 

Our relations with Russia generally run a positive 
course. We welcome this. The great potential for 
cooperation in a large number of arcas. from trade to 
tourism. are cacouraging both sides to further strengthen 
bilateral relations. We believe that the problems we may 
have between us from time to time can be overcome 
within this very suitable environment. 

Our government attaches great importance to leaving 
behind the tumultuous period in the Caucasus and 
securing political and economic stahility in the region. 


We seek to strengthen our close friendship and brotherly 
ties with Azerbiajan. My last visit to Baku was very 
favorable. 


Purthering and expanding our relations with the Central 
Asian republics, which gained their independence after 
the former Soviet Union dissolved. is another one of the 


Turkey and the Turkish nation embracing tts Central 
Asian brothers after long time is a very important turn- 
ing point in Turkish history. The religious and cultural 
the Central Asia nations is an indisputable 
is no logical reason for third parties to feel 


contribute to peace and stability in the region. 
pursuing this policy in line with Europe's 
unification. We believe that the time has come 
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needed in the area, when exploring the possibilives of 
cooperation in the region. Turkey will parucipate in the 
Balkan cooperation conference, which will be held in 
Sofia, in this constructive and united spirit. 

The independence of Bosnia-Herzegovina and the secur- 
ing of its territorial integrity are another very important 
issue that will be closely followed by our government. 
We are determined to take part in all the activities that 
will be undertaken in the reconstruction of this fnendly 
country in a bid to erase some of the traces of the very 
painful events that occurred in this country in the past 
years. There should be no doubt regarding the impor- 
tant contributions that can be made by Turkish entre- 
preneurs, with thei rich expenence and knowledge, to 
the reconstruction of Bosnia-Herzegovina and to the in- 
frastructure projects in the Balkans, which are waiting 
to be activated. 


Turkey, as is true for all its neighbors, seeks to cultivate 
friendly relations with Syria as well. Unfortunately, | 
cannot say that Syria displays this same desire. The 
basis of the security crisis with our southern neighbors 
is Connected to Syria's support for the PKK [Workers 
Party of Kurdistan] terrorist organization, which is 
against Turkey's territorial integrity, people, economic 
development, and efforts to improve its democratic 
standards. The Syrian Government has embarked on « 
dangerous path, which is incompatible with international 
law and legislation, by using the PKK terrorism as a 
trump card against the water issue, which it claims 
exists. It would be desirable for Damascus to realize 
as soon as possible that it will not get anywhere with 
this blackmail policy. We sincerely advise Syria to make 
a realistic and prompt calculation of the consequences 
that may be generated by its insistence on this approach, 
which is not in line with good-neighbor responsibilives 


We seek our relations with Iran to develop in line with 
respect for territorial integrity and noninterference in 
internal affairs. Iran's choice of state government is its 
own business, and it is our duty to respect it. | would 
like to state that Turkey has not done anything wrong 
in this regard. Turkey, on the other hand, has a right 
which it cannot relinquish. We expect Iran to show the 
same respect for us as well. The principle of secularism, 
which is one of the most important aspects of Ataturk’s 
heritage, is the basis of our state sysiem and will be 
safeguarded until eternity. Accepting this approach and 
our sensitivity toward it, in addition to the civilized 
behavior we expect from ali the countries regarding 
the issuc of the PKK terrorism, will pave the way for 
improving Turkish- Iranian relations. For this reason, 
the Iranian foreign minister's recent visit to our country 
was very umely and favorable within the framework of 
this understanding and expectation 
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We attach greal importance to securing the sovereignty 
and territorial integrity of Irag. We are determined 
to take every necessary measure in northern Iraq so 
as to prevent clandestine activities that are aimed at 
undermining the territorial integrity of Turkey. In line 
with this understanding, we pursuc our contacts with the 
on the issue of Poised Hammer thai will meet our 
legitimate weeds as weil. 


It is a known fact that the Aegean Sea has constituted 
an area of disagreement between Greece and Turkey for 
long years. You will recall that in the news conference ! 
held on 24 March, | submitted comprehensive proposals 
with a long-term perspective in a bid to solve these 
re en ee 
provided by the Lausanne Treaty — proposals that 
could meet the needs and concerns of the two countries. 
negotiation approach was the only way to solve the 
issues concerning the Aegean Sea, proposed for the first 
time a novel approach that paved the way for a solution 
involving a third party. We should not Oisregard the 
fact that denying the existence of problems is dangerous 
in that it can only trigger new problems similar to the 
Kardak issue. In this regard, we sincerely wish that the 
Greek side would adopt an approach that is compatible 
with our constructive stand and that it will not give 
up the legal path as a method of solving the problems 
— a method it has defended until recently. This is the 
only way we can pave the way for a period of civilized 
cooperation that will secure peace and stability in the 
region and contribute to the prosperity of our nations. 
With this understanding, | hope that the meeting of the 
foreign ministers of the two countries in Bucharest was 
a first step taken in the right direction. 


It will not be wrong to think that making a sensibic 
climate reign over all the aspects of Turkish-Greek 
relations — something that we sincerely hope for -—- 
might have positive reflections on the Cyprus issue as 
well. [passage omitted] 


[Unidentified correspondent] We are faced with a dif- 
ferent kind of picture here. One of your ministers has 
a dispute with his director general. Ministers are saying 
all kinds of things against the prime minister. The prime 
minister's news conference has been organized by only 
one wing of the coalition. How can this government 
function, and for how long? 


{Yilmaz} This government was established for five 
years. The principles on which it was founded are 
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known to all. its aims are known to all. They are all 
cited in the protocol. As long as the two sides abide 
by the protocol, despite the occasional strain on the 
relations, there is no justified or sufficient reason why 
this coalition should disband before its ume. Someumes, 
one of the two sides can feel hurt; there can be tension. 
However, it is in the interests of the two parties and of 
the country for this coalition to go on. 


{Correspondent} On 9 May, a motion for an assembly 
inquiry will be submitted against Tansu Ciller in con- 
nection with the TOFAS [Turkish Automobile Factory 
Corporation] file. How will you personally vote? 


[Yilmaz] | will vote in line with what Mrs. Ciller wants. 
[passage omitted] 


[Correspondent] You have not yet answered the ques- 
tion of why there is not a single DYP member in this 
hall. Will you resort to any sanctions or warnings be- 
cause of that, either in the government or in the coali- 
tion? 


{Yilmaz} First of all, it is not in the regulations that 
ministers must attend the prime minister's news confer- 
ence. If there are any ministers who want to attend, | 
will not prevent that, but there is no such obligation. If 
you want to interpret this to mean something... [pauses] 
You should not attach so much importance to the fact 
that ministers did not attend the news conference, be- 
cause it has happened that the ministers have boycotted 
the government in Turkey. 


{Correspondent} So was this a type of boycott? 


[Yilmaz] No, I am trying to say that it is true that Coun- 
cil of Ministers meetings cannot be held without minis- 
ters, bul news conferences can. Let me say something to 
make you feel better. | have also followed the fact that 
some of my DYP ministers have made statements that 
are incompatible with party discipline or political con- 
sideration, statements that pique your interest and that 
constitute material for your stories. However, | want 
to tell you very honestly that none of the DYP minis- 
ters have obstructed the government in the execution of 
its policies. None of them have made the smallest at- 
tempt at making the execution of our job more difficult, 
of at preventing it. | understand the political stand they 
take. All this is part of politics. My stand would change, 
however, if the execution of the government duties were 
obstructed. [passage omitted] 
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